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Righting ‘a wrong’ the first step

Advocates applaud repeal of military retirement cuts for disabled vets

By Leo SuaNE ITI

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON
he planned partial repeal by Con-
gress of a controversial military
retirement cut drew praise from
veterans groups Tuesday but also

triggered concern that it could make a full
repeal even more difficult.
A $1.1 trillion spending bill negotiated

Monday includes language repealing a cut
to cost-of-living increases for disabled mili-
tary veterans and their survivors, correcting
‘what many lawmakers labeled a legislative
mistake in the waning days of 2013.

Senate Appropriations Committee Chair-
woman Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-Md., said
the partial repeal will “right a wrong in this
bill and keep faith with our veterans.”

The partial repeal won’t exempt other
military retirees younger than 62 from the

cut, a 1 percent reduction in their annual
cost-of-living adjustments starting in 2016.
Veterans groups had pushed for a full re-
peal of the measure, saying it goes back on
promises made to military members years
ago.

“This is a useful first step, but the worry
now is that it could make getting the whole
fix more difficult,” said Bob Norton,
spokesman for the Military Officers Asso-
ciation of America.
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APGHANISTAN'S MO

Abdul Saboor, an Afghan traffic police officer, directs traffic during rush hour in downtown Kabul.
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“If my assault rifle
took people’s lives, it
means that |, Mikhail
Kalashnikov, ... son of
a farmer and Orthodox

Christian am responsible
for people’s deaths.”
— Mikhail Kalashnikov, the designer

of the AK-47 assault rifle, in a letter
penned a few months before his death

See story on Page 11
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MILITARY

Bill: Benefits
fix doesn’t go
far enough, vets
advocates say

FROM FRONT PAGE

“This is not enough,” Norton
said. “We still believe everyone’s
retirement should be restored.
And if we can’t get (lawmakers)
to act quickly, this could begin to
slide off the radar.”

Tom Tarantino, chief policy
officer for Iraq and Afghanistan
Veterans of America, believes the
pamal repeal slgnals good news.

“I think Congress is really
starting to understand that they
made a tremendous error in pol-
icy here,” he said.

The new budget bill, if ap-
proved, will set spending for
government agencies through
September and prevent another
government shutdown before the
fall congressional elections. The
House and Senate are expected
to pass the measure this week,
but will need another short-term
continuing resolution to keep fed-
eral operations funded until it be-
comes law.

The bill outlines $572 billion in
defense spending for fiscal 2014,
including about $85 billion for op-
erations in Afghanistan and other
overseas military contingency
efforts. Combined, that’s about 4
percent less than what the White
House had requested in funding
last spring.

Other federal agencies saw
similar trims in their antici-
pated fiscal 2014 budgets. The
Department of Veterans Affairs,
however, will get almost all the
discretionary funding it request-
ed, more than $63 billion.

The spending parameters for
the budget deal were outlined
last month in a compromise plan
announced by budget commit-
tee chairmen Rep. Paul Ryan,
R-Wis., and Sen. Patty Murray,
D-Wash.

That outline cut about $85 bil-
lion in projected spending and
got rid of mandatory sequestra-
tion cuts reviled by the Pentagon.
Among the replacement savings
was about $6 billion from the mil-
itary retirement cut.

Veterans groups were outraged
not only at the cut but also that
it was done without consulting

Senate

s Committee Chairwoman Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-Md.,

is flanked by Senate

te Appropriations
Majority Whip Richard Durbin, of lll., left, and Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., on Capitol Hill in August.
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The more days this retirement cut is out there,
the more it starts to eat away at the confidence of
our career force. We need to move on this now. 7

Bob Norton

Military Officers Association of America spokesman

them. They noted that the leg-
islation was thrown together so
quickly that it included disabled
veterans and their survivors,
many of whom rely on military
retirement as their sole source of
income.

MOAA estimates the retire-
ment change will cost a typical
enlisted member who retires at
40 about $83,000 over 20 years,
and cost a typical retired officer
more than $124,000 over 20 years.
That’s based on an estimated re-
tirement package totaling about
$1 million over that span.

Critics have noted that retire-

ment package is more generous
than many private sector pen-
sions, and insisted military per-
sonnel accounts must be included
in deficit reduction discussions.

MOAA officials say that cutting
those retirement accounts now is
premature, since a military com-
pensation review is underway.
Results from that study are ex-
pected in early 2015.

Until then, veterans advocates
want military retirement to re-
main untouched.

Veterans of Foreign Wars
spokesman Joe Davis said the or-
ganization “has not stopped work-

ing on this” and is emphasizing to
lawmakers that “this fix doesn’t
go far enough.”

Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee Chairman Carl Levin,
D-Mich., has promised hearings
on the issue in coming months,
and at least 15 lawmakers have
offered legislation to repeal the
retirement change.

Many advocates viewed the
new budget bill as the best hope
for a quick repeal. Next month,
Congress takes up debate on the
fiscal 2015 budget, a lengthy pro-
cess that could overwhelm the
veterans’ repeal efforts.

Norton said he and others will
continue to push for a quick fix.

“The more days this retirement
cut is out there, the more it starts
to eat away at the confidence of
our career force,” he said. “We
need to move on this now.”

shanel.leo@stripes.com
Twitter: @LeoShane
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GOOD
COP,

Kevin Sierr/The Washington Post

Traffic officer Abdul Saboor, recently named Afghanistan’s “most honest man,” directs cars in Kabul. Saboor is one of the government’s lowest paid employees, yet refuses to

supplement his income by taking bribes.

Afghanistan’s ‘most honest man’ rewarded with low pay, no promotion

By KEVIN SIEFF
The Washington Post

KABUL
he veteran traffic policeman
walked to the stage, taking his
place in front of a banner in Dari
that said “CORRUPTION” with a

red “X” through the word. After 24 years
on the job, Abdul Saboor had been deemed
the most honest man in Afghanistan.

He posed for photos with the interior
minister. He gave interviews to local news-
papers. Then he went back to the five-room
home he shares with 28 people.

Saboor, 52, might be a better symbol for
the sacrifices that an honest man must
make in Afghanistan to follow the law.
In two decades, he has received only one
minor promotion. His salary, unaided by
bribes, is $200 per month. His toes are
black after being run over several times.
His throat is perpetually sore from Kabul’s
dust and pollution, but he struggles to af-
ford medicine or hospital visits.

Afghanistan is the world’s most corrupt
nation (tied with North Korea and Soma-
lia), according to Transparency Interna-
tional. It’s a country where public officials
have embezzled hundreds of millions of
dollars, most of it foreign aid, and where
petty corruption pervades daily life.

Although Western donors have funded
anti-corruption programs and agencies,
many Afghan institutions not only tolerate
corruption but implicitly encourage it.

“If they don’t take bribes, they will suf-
fer like Saboor,” said Mohammad Shafiq

Happily stuck in traffic

So, why hasn’t Saboor accepted his
place in the patronage system? He
points to his childhood.

His father was killed in a traf-
fic accident — an incident that he
considers an example of the need
for effective traffic police. His two
uncles were traffic policemen, wear-
ing crisp uniforms and reporting to
a stable job every day, even as the
country imploded.

Saboor saw the way pedestrians,
especially children, responded when
he ran frantically across Kabul inter-
sections, blowing his whistle to stop
rule-flouting drivers or kicking his
legs up and patrolling like a guard at
Buckingham Palace.

“They started coming just to watch
me,” he said. “The kids would scream
‘Uncle Saboor’ or ‘Uncle Traffic.’
Drivers stopped to say thank you.
Everyone knew about me.”

— Kevin Sieff

Hamdam, chairman of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Network, an Afghan watchdog that
joined with other civil-society groups to
bestow the award last month.

To see Saboor work in Kabul’s Sherpur
traffic circle is to understand why he came
to the government’s attention. While his
colleagues take frequent breaks and look

for ways to extort drivers, Saboor leaps in
front of cars that try to charge past his stop
sign and blows his whistle at those threat-
ening to accelerate before their turn.

In a city with poor roads and more than
a million cars, where traffic lights were
installed and promptly ignored, Saboor is
famous for his incorruptibility and his the-
atrics. He’s known to thousands of Afghans
as “Uncle Traffic” or “Uncle Saboor.”

He has received commendations from
Taliban ministers and former presidents.
International organizations have joined in.
The United Nations, trying to boost public
confidence in the Afghan police, funded a
documentary about him last year.

His biggest fans are Kabul drivers, sev-
eral of whom nominated him as the coun-
try’s most honest man. Often, they slow
their vehicles to greet Saboor by name.

“He’s the only honest traffic police in
Afghanistan,” said Abdul Hussen Sadeq, a
taxi driver.

“All the rest are like dogs,” said Hasibul-
lah, another taxi driver, who uses only one
name. “Every day they ask us for bribes. If
‘we don’t pay, they take our licenses.”

Saboor knows as well as anyone how
you make money as a traffic police officer.
You accept bribes instead of giving tickets.
For a price, you allow trucks to be driven
in restricted areas of the city. You charge
drivers to park on the street, even where
parking is free and legal. As for promo-
tions, they are often purchased.

For his colleagues, those are common
practices.

Saboor sees each bribe as an ethical
lapse and a reflection of the state’s frailty.

Hamdam said the problem has worsened
over the past decade as “weak and corrupt
leaders” ascended to power. In parts of the
country, corruption has led to discontent
with the central government, galvanizing
support for the Taliban. Many say that the
Taliban government ousted by U.S.-backed
Afghan forces in 2001 was more transpar-
ent than the current leadership, although
often horribly brutal.

With Western funds, the government
created the biggest police force in Af-
ghan history, including hundreds of offi-
cers charged with directing traffic in the
biggest cities. In the fall, Integrity Watch
Afghanistan, an independent watchdog,
found that 59 percent of Afghan police of-
ficers were extorting money at tollbooths
or checkpoints.

In the early 90s, when the government
learned about the “incorruptible” traf-
fic police officer, President Burhanuddin
Rabbani offered Saboor a plot of land for
his family as a reward. Saboor said he ran
into continuous bureaucratic delays and
is still fighting to claim the land, 20 years
later. He said it’s unclear whether a bribe
— which he’s unwilling to offer — would
have expedited the process.

‘When he asked superiors for a promo-
tion, “nothing ever happened,” he said,
sitting in the home he shares with his four
children and about two dozen brothers,
cousins, uncles and aunts. “But I still loved
my job. I would never quit.”
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DynCorp
settles suit
over 2007

By NaNcy MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy — Six years after an
Army helicopter plummeted to earth in
northeastern Italy, DynCorp International
has settled a lawsuit with four of the fami-
lies of the six servicemembers killed in the
crash.

Neither the plaintiffs nor defendant
would reveal how much DynCorp — which
contracts with the military to provide
aircraft maintenance — agreed to pay to
settle the suit just as the case was going to
trial on Dec. 31.

The amount is “one of the largest settle-
ments in the history of military aviation
accidents,” according to Todd Macaluso,
a San Diego-based lawyer who represents
the families along with New York-based
co-counsel Hunter Shkolnik. He declined
to specify the amount. Such settlements
have typically involved tens of millions of
dollars.

The case was filed in 2009 by the fami-
lies of Capt. Christian Skoglund and Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Davidangelo Alvarez,
the pilot and co-pilot of the UH-60 Black
Hawk, and Air Force Capt. Cartize Dur-
ham and Staff Sgt. Mark Spence, both pas-
sengers on the flight.

The families declined to comment on the
settlement.

The helicopter, assigned to Company
G, 52nd Aviation Regiment, 1st Battalion,
214th Aviation Regiment, based at Aviano
Air Base, crashed shortly before noon Nov.
8, 2007, about 20 miles from the base.

Of the 11 servicemembers aboard, six
were killed and five were injured.

An investigation by V Corps ruled out
pilot error and weather conditions. It found
that the helicopter had experienced a “loss
of yaw control” — the ability to turn the
helicopter — either because of something
lodged in the controls or mechanical fail-
ure. Investigators noted a worn bell crank,
a part responsible for controlling left-

Italian police officers stand by the charred remains of a UH-60 Black Hawk Army helicopter that crashed in the northern Italy
countryside on Nov. 8, 2007.

pedal turns, and that previous pilots had
complained about “popping and clicking”
in the helicopter’s pedals.

According to the investigation, Dyncorp
mechanics believed they had fixed the
problem.

Further investigation showed that Dyn-
corp had not fixed the problem, Macaluso
said. “They ordered a new bell crank and
bearing and it never ended up getting in-
stalled,” he said. “That’s what caused the
crash.”

He said that Dyncorp mechanics
“weren’t trained properly and weren’t per-

forming the work correctly.”

A DynCorp spokeswoman disputed that
the company was at fault.

“Contrary to claims by plaintiffs’ attor-
neys, we believe the evidence will show
that the cause of the accident was not re-
lated to any maintenance performed by
DynCorp International or its personnel,”
Ashley Burke said in a statement. “Due
to ongoing litigation, we cannot comment
further.”

Also killed in the crash were Air Force
Staff Sgt. Robert Rogers and Senior Air-
man Kenneth Hauprich. Lawsuits brought

by their survivors, represented by other law
firms, settled previously, Macaluso said.

A lawsuit brought by two of the injured
servicemembers is pending, he said.

In addition to four soldiers aboard the
flight, three of them crewmembers, seven
airmen assigned to the 31st Fighter Wing
at Aviano were on board for a so-called
incentive flight. One had done a favor
for Company G, and brought along two
co-workers. Another airman planned to
re-enlist on the flight, and three airmen
accompanied him.

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

Walk-in TRICARE Service Centers to close this spring

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Deemed too
costly in the age of the Internet,
customer service at walk-in TRI-
CARE Service Centers will no
longer be available to beneficia-
ries after March 31.

The walk-in TSCs have been
open since the 1990s.

“Now that TRICARE is a ma-
ture program and beneficiaries
increasingly use more convenient
Internet and toll-free phone op-
tions, continuing walk-in custom-
er service at TSCs is no longer
cost-effective,” according to a
TRICARE fact sheet.

A majority of TRICARE cus-

tomer service transactions are
already done online or by phone,
Defense Department spokes-
woman Lt. Col. Cathy Wilkinson
told Stars and Stripes.

The walk-in TSCs cost roughly
$51 million a year to operate, and
closing them will save DOD $254
million over five years, according
to the fact sheet.

“This change supports the De-
partment of Defense’s efforts to
manage the rising cost of provid-
ing health care for TRICARE’s
9.6 million beneficiaries,” accord-
ing to the fact sheet.

There are 189 walk-in TSCs
in the continental United States,
most of which are located in or
near military hospitals and clin-

ics, Pentagon spokesman Col.
Steve Warren said. All of them
will be closed, but TSCs outside
the U.S. will remain open “due
to the unique needs of overseas
beneficiaries,” according to the
fact sheet.

Contact information for TSCs
in the U.S. and overseas can be
found at www.tricare.mil/Con-
tactUs/CallUs.aspx.

The walk-in TSCs are run by
three regional contractors: Hu-
mana, UnitedHealthCare, and
Health Net Federal Services.
These contractors will continue
to manage customer support for
beneficiaries after the walk-in of-
fices are closed, according to the
fact sheet. TRICARE and DOD

officials don’t know how many
contractor employees will be af-
fected by the closures.

The TSCs help beneficiaries
with administrative matters, in-
cluding enrollment and billing.
They are not directly involved in
providing health care.

“This change does not affect
any TRICARE benefits or health
care services,” Warren said.

Wilkinson said all of the ad-
ministrative services that walk-in
TSCs currently provide can be
handled by TRICARE websites,
mobile apps and toll-free phone
centers.

harperjon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Managing TRICARE

The following actions are avail-
able to beneficiaries on the
TRICARE website, tricare.mil:
®Enroll in or purchase a plan.
W File a check or claim.
mView referrals and prior
authorizations.
WFind a doctor.
W Change primary care
managers.
W See what services and
procedures are covered by their
health plans.
mCompare plans.
W Manage prescriptions.

— Jon Harper
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Hearing begins in
case dismissed
earlier by general

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Against the
objection of defense attorneys, the
Air Force on Tuesday took anoth-
er crack at prosecuting an alleged
rape thrown out by a general at
the center of the controversy over
military sexual assault.

An Article 32 probable cause
hearing began Tuesday for Air-
man 1st Class Brandon T. Wright,
charged with raping a female
sergeant in July 2012 when both
were stationed at Aviano Air
Base, Italy.

After a previous investigation
of the case, 3rd Air Force Com-
mander Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin
in August declined to prosecute
Wright.

But concerned about incon-
sistencies in the process, top Air
Force officials took the highly un-
usual step of removing Franklin
as convening authority. It was as-
signed instead to Maj. Gen. Sha-
ron K.G. Dunbar, commander of
Air Force District of Washington.

Franklin, who had sparked in-
tense criticism after reversing
the sexual-assault conviction of a
fighter pilot, Lt. Col. James Wilk-
erson, announced last week he
was retiring.

The hearing at Andrews Air
Force base is meant to determine
whether there is enough evidence
to convene a court-martial for
Wright.

Maj. Dominic Angiollo, a de-
fense attorney for Wright, told the
officer running the hearing that
his client shouldn’t have to defend
himself a second time. “We object
to this hearing generally,” An-
giollo said. “We’ve already been
through an Article 32. We thought
that was conducted properly.”

The investigating officer, Lt.
Col. Shaun Speranza, said that
despite the environment sur-
rounding the case, there was
no pressure on him to send it to
court-martial.

“I can assure you, Airman
‘Wright, defensecounsel, trialcoun-
sel — there has been no attempt to
influence my impartiality.”

The alleged victim, whose
name is being withheld because
of the sexual nature of the offense,

described being raped by Wright
after a night of drinking and
watching movies at her home.

After another airman present
passed out or fell asleep, she said
Wright pulled her on top of him
and began forcibly kissing her.
She argued with him to stop, she
said, “to make him see what he
was doing and how much I didn’t
want it.”

But instead, she testified,
Wright pulled her shorts down
and forced oral sex upon her, and
then pulled down his own pants
and raped her.

She tried to escape, she said, but
felt unaccountably weak. “I was
scared; I was frozen,” she said.
“I couldn’t think, I felt I couldn’t
move. My body felt heavy.”

Afterward, she said, Wright
fell to the ground, fearful and dis-
traught. “He was saying he was
sorry,” she said. “He said please
don’t call SARC [a sexual assault
response coordinator] on me. He
was saying it over and over.”

A nurse who conducted a rape
examination of the alleged victim
said in testimony by telephone
from Aviano that she noted some
bruises on her leg but found no
evidence of sex.

Cross-examination by Wright’s
defense attorneys and testimony
from other witnesses was sched-
uled to continue after Stars and
Stripes print deadline.

On the advice of legal advisers,
Franklin dismissed charges of
rape, aggravated sexual conduct,
abusive sexual conduct and dis-
orderly conduct against Wright
after the previous investigation.

As reported in Stars and
Stripes, Franklin refused to meet
with the accuser before dropping
the charges, even though such
meetings are encouraged and
some believe they are required
by regulations.

Franklin had received similar
criticism for not notifying the vic-
tim in the Wilkerson case before
overturning the conviction — an
action that spurred Congress to
make changes in the sections of
the Uniform Code of Military
Justice that govern sexual assault
prosecutions.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Virginia-hased Raptors
being sent to Okinawa

TOKYO — About 12 Virginia-
based F-22 Raptor fighter jets will
deploy this month to Okinawa.

The rotational deployment to
Kadena Air Base will include
about 300 people from Langley
Air Force Base as part of a rou-
tine assignment, according to an
announcement posted on the Sth
Air Force website.

The Air Force has been rotating
fighters to Pacific Command bases
on a regular basis since March
2004, according to the statement.

The single-seat, twin-engine
Raptor is the Air Force’s newest
fighter.

Kadena’s resident 18th Wing
hosts the largest combat wing in
the U.S. Air Force. It is composed
mostly of F-15 jets, refuelers, E-3
Sentry aircraft and HH-60 Pave
Hawk helicopters.

From staff reports

Super Hercules
takes over

Above: U.S. airmen assigned to the
774th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron
load cargo into a C-130J Super Hercules
at Air Field,

Sunday. The C-130J, from Dyess Alr
Force Base, Texas, is taking

Bagram Air Field for the departmg 0-130
Hercules.

Left: Two Air Force pilots do preflight
checks on the C-130J.

Below: A C-130 Hercules sits on the
runway as a C-130J Super Hercules
takes off from Kandahar Air Field.

PHotos BY Kavia NEwman
Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force
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Attentioncontractors,

(098)-936-7139

Office 9-6 Mon.-Fri., 9-1 Sat., closed Sun.
% Fully Furnished Living & Dining Room and Kitchenette.
% Free large parking area, Cable TV and Pets always welcome.
% Conveniently located near Kadena Air Base, Camp Foster.
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Woman offers beer,
smokes as reward

DAYTON, Ohio — An Ohio
woman made fliers offering a
case of beer and a pack of ciga-
rettes as a reward for finding her
lost dog — and it worked.

Abigail Miller, 23, of Dayton,
offered the unusual reward after
her two dogs escaped through an
open gate on Jan. 2.

She found one of them at a local
animal shelter a few days later,
but the other remained missing.

The Dayton Daily News report-
ed that Miller came up with the
reward because she could afford
it and figured it would attract at-
tention. She was right, although
the man who called and told Miller
‘where to find her dog turned down
the reward.

Lawmaker backs firing
squads for execution

CHEYENNE, Wyoming — A
lawmaker in the U.S. is proposing
the use of firing squads to execute
condemned inmates if constitu-
tional problems or other issues
ever prevent his state from using
lethal injection.

Wyoming state Sen. Bruce
Burns, a Republican, said Mon-
day that state law currently calls
for using a gas chamber if lethal
injection is unavailable.

“The state of Wyoming doesn’t
have a gas chamber currently,
an operating gas chamber, so the
procedure and expense to build
one would be impractical to me,”
said Burns, a member of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee.

“One of the reasons I chose fir-
ing squad as opposed to any other
form of execution is because
frankly it’s one of the cheapest for
the state,” Burns said.

School district closed
amid water dispute

LA VILLA, Texas — Schools
are closed in a one-stoplight South
Texas town after the city shut off
their water amid a dispute over
the bill.

The city of La Villa shut off
water and sewer service to the La
Villa Independent School District
in December, shortly after stu-
dents started their holiday break.
The city had increased a water
surcharge and the school district
has refused to pay the higher rate.

The district’s 625 students were
supposed to return to classes Mon-
day, butinstead found this message
on the school district’s website:
“All La Villa I.S.D. schools will be
closed until further notice.”

1 dead, 1 missing after
Chicago River rescue

CHICAGO — Authorities say
one person died, another is pre-
sumed dead and a third was hos-
pitalized after they fell into the
icy Chicago River early Monday
morning — a tragedy that started
with a dropped cellphone.

Chicago Police said a 26-year-
old man died at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital early Mon-
day after he was pulled from the
water. He had jumped over a fence
downtown to retrieve a cellphone
he’d dropped in the water.

A 23-year-old man and a 21-
year-old woman tried to help
their friend, but fell in after him.

From The Associated Press

Gary Cohen, health and human services director of the Center for (

ricey ad
rompts
J audit

By CaroL D. LEONNIG
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — As New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie tries
to control the damage from a
major bridge scandal and a fed-
eral investigation involving his
top aides, federal auditors are
launching a separate inquiry into
his administration’s use of federal
disaster recovery funds for an ad
campaign.

Th i

Paut Morici,

and

Oversight, speaks at the Brookings Institution in Washington in June.

Older Americans outpacing young
adults in signing up for insurance

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Younger
people went for President Barack
Obama at election time, but will
they buy his health insurance?

New government figures show
it’s an older, costlier crowd that’s
signing up so far for health insur-
ance under the health care law.
Enrollments are lower for the
healthy, younger Americans who
will be needed to keep premiums
from rising.

Young adults from 18 to 34 are
only 24 percent of total enroll-
ment, the administration said
Monday in its first signup figures
broken down for age, gender and
other details.

With the HealthCare.gov web-
site now working, the figures cover
the more than 2 million Americans
who had signed up for govern-
ment-subsidized private insurance
through the end of December in

new federal and state markets.

Enrolling young and healthy
people is important because they
generally pay more into the sys-
tem than they take out, subsidiz-
ing older adults. While 24 percent
is not a bad start, independent
experts say, it should be closer to
40 percent to help keep premiums
down.

Adults ages 55-64 were the
most heavily represented in the
signups, accounting for 33 percent
of the total. Overall, the premiums
paid by people in that demograph-
ic don’t fully cover their medical
expenses. Some are in the waiting
room for Medicare; that coverage
starts at age 65.

The administration and its allies
remain confident they’ll be able to
get young adults interested. Many
experts expected older, sicker peo-
ple to be more heavily represented
in the early numbers. Younger
people might procrastinate, wait-
ing until the March 31 enrollment

deadline is near, weighing wheth-
er they want to risk tax penalties
for remaining uninsured.

Insurers, nonprofit groups and
advocates are moving ahead with
marketing campaigns that were
put on hold when the federal
website that serves 36 states was
struggling.

Administration officials said
that in the coming weeks they
plan to increase outreach to young
people in 25 communities located
in states served by the federal
website. That effort includes a
national youth enrollment day on
Feb. 15 and targeted outreach by
sororities and fraternities, as well
as Voto Latino, which focuses on
Hispanic youth.

“We think that more and more
young people are going to sign up
as time goes by,” said Gary Cohen,
head of the Health and Human
Services Department’s office in
charge of Obama’s push to cover
the uninsured.

Phone firms hesitate at record-keeping idea

By STEPHEN BRAUN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Telephone
companies are quietly hesitat-
ing at the idea of changing how
they collect and store Americans’
phone records to help the National
Security Agency’s surveillance
programs. They’re worried about
their exposure to lawsuits and the
price tag if the U.S. government
asks them to hold information
about customers for longer than
they already do.

President Barack Obama is ex-
pected Friday to announce what
changes he is willing to make to
satisfy privacy, legal and civil
liberties concerns over the NSA’s
surveillance practices. One of
the most important questions
is whether the government will
continue to collect millions of

Americans’ phone records every
day so that the government can
identify anyone it believes might
be communicating with known
terrorists.

The president’s hand-picked
review committee has recom-
mended ending the phone records

terviews by The Associated Press.
Two phone executives familiar
with the discussions said the cel-
lular industry told the government
that it prefers the NSA keep con-
trol over the surveillance program
and would accept changes only if
they were legally required.

areprobingwhythe
Christie administration awarded
alucrative $23 million contract to
a  well-con-
nected firm
to produce
tourism ads
starring the
governorand
his family.

The Chris-
tie admin-
istration
is  already 3
under  fed- ——
eral investi- Christie
gation since revelations last week
that key deputies appeared to
needlessly close down lanes serv-
ing a major bridge and thorough-
fare in North Jersey.

The timing of the new federal
probe, which is focused on the
use of federal storm Sandy re-
covery funds for a tourism mar-
keting campaign, appears to be
coincidental.

In August, Rep. Frank Pallone,
D-N.J., called the use of the funds
for the ad campaign “extremely
troubling” and asked the De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development’s inspector general
to look into why Christie had ap-
proved using Sandy recovery
funds to highlight himself dur-
ing an election year. The request
came on the heels of an article
about the marketing contract’s
high cost in a local paper, the As-
bury Park Press.

Last week, as Christie was
fielding a flood of criticism and
questions about his knowledge
of the snarled bridge traffic, the
inspector general’s office notified
Pallone that it had found enough
credible evidence to begin a full
audit of the tourism ads.

The N.J. Economic Develop-
ment Authority awarded the
contract.

program as it exists. It
shifting the storage of the phone
records from the NSA to phone
companies or an unspecified third
party, and it recommended new
legal requirements before the gov-
ernment could search anyone’s
phone records.

The phone companies don’t
want the job. Executives and their
lawyers have complained about
the plan in confidential meetings
with administration officials and
key congressional intelligence and
other committees, according to in-
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Texting leads to
shooting in Fla.
movie theater

By Tamara Luse
The Associated Press

WESLEY CHAPEL, Fla. —
An argument over texting in a
Florida movie theater ended with
a retired police captain fatally
shooting a man sitting in front of
him, authorities said.

Curtis Reeves, 71, has been
charged with second-degree
murder.

“Somebody throws popcorn.
I'm not sure who threw the pop-
corn,” said Charles Cummings,
who was about to watch the movie
“Lone Survivor” on Monday.
“And then bang, he was shot.”

Pasco County Sheriff’s officials
said the shooting happened when
Reeves asked Chad Oulson, 43, to
stop texting at the theater.

Reeves and his wife were sit-
ting behind Oulson and his wife.
Oulson told Reeves he was tex-
ting with his 3-year-old daughter,
Cummings said.

“It ended almost as quickly as it
started,” said sheriff’s spokesman
Doug Tobin. The sheriff’s office
said an off-duty deputy detained
Reeves until police arrived.

Cummings, who had blood on
his clothes, told a group of report-
ers Monday afternoon the show
was still in previews when the
two couples started arguing.

Cummings said the men

started raising their voices and
popcorn was thrown. Authori-
ties said Reeves took out a gun,
Oulson’s wife put her hand over
her husband and Reeves fired his
weapon, striking Nichole Oulson
in the hand and her husband in
the chest.

“I can’t believe people would
bring a pistol, a gun, to a movie,”
Cummings said. “I can’t believe
they would argue and fight and
shoot one another over popcorn.
Over a cellphone.”

Cummings, who said he was a
combat Marine in Vietnam, said
Oulson fell onto him and his son.

“Blood started coming out of
his mouth,” said Alex Cummings.
“It was just a very bad scene.”

Amansitting next to the shooter
grabbed the gun out of his hand,
and the suspect did not attempt to
get away, Cummings said.

Chad Oulson died at a hos-
pital, Tobin said. His wife’s
injuries were not considered
life-threatening.

Tampa Police spokeswoman
Laura McElroy said in a news
release that Reeves was a captain
when he retired from the depart-
ment in 1993.

It's not immediately clear
whether he has retained an
attorney.

Steve Hewer/AP

Al Jones, of the West Virginia department of General Services, flushes water lines in a restroom at the
State Capitol in Charleston, W.Va., on Monday, after drinking water there was declared safe.

WVa. water trickling back on

The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, WJVa. —
Downtown businesses and res-
taurants began to reopen after
water was declared safe to drink
in portions of West Virginia’s
capital, but life has yet to return
to normal for most of the 300,000
people who haven’t been able to
use running water in the five days
since a chemical spill.

It could still be days before
everyone in the Charleston met-
ropolitan area is cleared to use
water, though officials say the
water in certain designated areas
was safe to drink and wash with
as long as people flushed out their
systems. They cautioned that the
water may still have a slight lico-
rice-type odor, raising the anxiet-

ies of some who believed it was
still contaminated.

“I wouldn’t drink it for a while.
I'm skeptical about it,” said Wanda
Blake, a cashier in the electronics
section of a Charleston Kmart
who fears she was exposed to the
tainted water before she got word
of the spill.

By Tuesday morning, offi-
cials had given the green light to
about 35 percent of West Virginia
American Water’s customers.
Thursday’s spill affected about
300,000 in a nine-county area.

The water crisis shuttered
schools, restaurants and day care
centers, and truckloads of water
had to be brought in from out
of state. People were told to use
the water only to flush their toi-
lets. Hospitals were flushing out

systems as were schools, which
hoped to open again Wednesday.

In downtown Charleston, the
first section of the city where
water was declared safe, few
signs of the crisis were visible
late Monday. Hotel guests were
informed they could use every-
thing but the ice machines.

Many businesses remained
shuttered in outlying residential
neighborhoods. Charleston at-
torney Anthony Majestro repre-
sents several businesses that lost
money while shut down and said
he has lost count of the numerous
lawsuits filed over the spill.

The water crisis started Thurs-
day when a chemical used in coal
processing leaked from a Free-
dom Industries plant into the
nearby Elk River.

Homemade ‘ghost guns’ targeted in Calif.

Ricx PEDRONCELLI/AP

California State Sen. Kevin de Leon,
D-Los Angeles, displays a homemade
fully automatic rifle, which would be
tightly regulated under legislation he has
proposed.

By Do~ THOMPSON
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The “ghost
guns” that can slip through metal detec-
tors and be assembled at home without
safeguards are spurring efforts in Califor-
nia and elsewhere to bring those weapons
and their owners out of the shadows.

A state lawmaker proposed legislation
Monday to make background checks and
gun registrations requirements for anyone
who builds plastic firearms on a 3-D print-
er at home. The bill by state Sen. Kevin de
Leon also would apply to anyone who buys
parts that can be assembled into a gun.

It’s part of a growing effort across the

country to pre-empt the spread of these
undetectable guns.

De Leon said he is trying to address
a twin threat from what he called “ghost
guns” — plastic guns that can evade metal
detectors and unregistered weapons that
can fall into the hands of people who are
legally prohibited from owning firearms
under state law.

“Currently, no one knows they exist until
after a crime has been committed,” said de
Leon, a leading candidate to take over as
Senate leader next year.

That was the case for John Zawahri, who
assembled his own military-style assault
rifle and killed five people in Santa Mon-
ica in a June rampage even after he was
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barred from legally buying a gun in Cali-
fornia because of mental health issues.

The bill by de Leon, a Democrat from
Los Angeles, goes further than the federal
government, which last month renewed for
10 years an existing ban on plastic fire-
arms that can slip past metal detectors and
X-ray machines.

His bill, SB 808, would allow the manu-
facture or assembly of homemade weapons
but require the makers to first apply to the
state Department of Justice for a serial
number that would be given only after the
applicants undergo a background check.
The number would have to be engraved on
or otherwise permanently attached to the
weapon within one day of its manufacture.
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MarT Rourke/AP

Jerry Zeft, 70, explores his new home Thursday in the John C. Anderson apartments, an affordable
housing complex aimed for gay seniors in Philadelphia.

Affordable housing for gay
seniors gradually expanding

By Karay MATHESON
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The open-
ing of an affordable housing com-
plex for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
tr seniors in do
Philadelphia vindicates years of
work by supporters who felt gay
elders have been marginalized by
youth culture.

Only two other U.S. cities have
similar developments.

Experts say gay seniors are less
likely than their straight peers to
have the financial and family re-
sources to age in homes of their
own. Many fear discrimination
at traditional elder housing facili-
ties, leading them back into the
closet after years of being open.

Philadelphia joins Los Angeles
and Minneapolis in offering des-

ignated gay-friendly, affordable
senior housing, collectively of-
fering about 200 units. Two more
complexes are under construction
in Chicago and San Francisco.

Advocates say that’s nowhere
near enough. Research indicates
the number of gay seniors in the
U.S. is expected to double to 3
million by 2030.

The housing problem may ease
for future generations as legal-
ized gay marriage allows same-
sex spouses to inherit a partner’s
property and benefits, said Cath-
erine Thurston, senior program
director at New York-based Ser-
vices and Advocacy for GLBT El-
ders, or SAGE.

Although anti-discrimination
laws prohibit gay-only housing,
buildings can be made LGBT-
friendly through marketing

and location. The $19.5 million
Philadelphia project sits in the
affectionately nicknamed Gay-
borhood. When the leasing office
opened last fall, hopeful tenants
sat in a block-long line to drop off
applications.

Those seniors belong to the gen-
eration that trailblazed gay rights,
said Mark Segal, chairman of the
Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld Fund,
which led the development. Yet
their activism and openness often
cost them both family ties and the
opportunity for traditional jobs
with retirement benefits, he said.

“Why should people, who were
the pioneers of the community,
not live with dignity? It’s outra-
geous,” Segal said. “We have to
take care of our own — nobody
elseis.”

NM ruling will allow
doctors to assist in
their patients’ deaths

The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Aja
Riggs has undergone aggres-
sive radiation and chemotherapy
treatment for advanced uterine
cancer. The 49-year-old remem-
bers the feeling of her skin burn-
ing, the nausea and the fatigue so
immense that even talking took
too much energy.

All she wanted was the choice
to end her life if the suffering be-
came too great.

She now has that option after
a New Mexico judge’s landmark
ruling Monday, which clears the
way for competent, terminally
ill patients to seek their doctors’
help in getting prescription medi-
cation if they want to end their
lives on their own terms.

The issue is expected to grow as
the country’s massive, aging Baby
Boomer generation begins to face
end-of-life questions. Four other
states, including Oregon, allow pa-
tients to seek aid in dying if their
conditions become unbearable.

The judge, Nan Nash, said such
patients have a fundamental right
to seek aid in dying because the
New Mexico Constitution prohib-
its the state from depriving a per-
son from enjoying life and liberty
or seeking and obtaining safety
and happiness.

“This court cannot envision a
right more fundamental, more
private or more integral to the
liberty, safety and happiness of a
New Mexican than the right of a
competent, terminally ill patient
to choose aid in dying,” the judge
wrote.

Nash also ruled that doctors
‘who provide aid could not be pros-
ecuted under the state’s assisted
suicide law, which classifies help-
ing with suicide as a felony. The
plaintiffs in the case do not con-
sider physicians aiding in dying a

form of suicide.

The New Mexico Attorney
General’s Office said it is discuss-
ing the possibility of an appeal.

The ruling comes after a trial
in December in which Riggs and
other plaintiffs asked the judge to
determine that physicians would
not be breaking the law if they
wrote prescriptions for compe-
tent, terminally ill patients who
wanted to end their lives.

The lawsuit had the support
of the American Civil Liberties
Union of New
Mexico, Col-
orado-based
Compassion
&  Choices
and the New
Mexico Psy-
chological
Association,
the largest
organiza-

" tion of pro-
Riggs fessional
psychologists in the state. The
psychologists’ group argued
that assisted suicide and “aid in
dying” for terminally ill patients
were fundamentally different.

Kathryn Tucker, director of
legal affairs for Compassion &
Choices, has said there’s growing
support for physicians to help ter-
minally ill patients who want to
end their lives.

The New Mexico Conference
of Catholic Bishops was disap-
pointed with the ruling, saying
there’s a difference between fun-
damental rights guaranteed by
the constitution and the ability of
someone to take a person’s life.

“As long as there is a chance
for human error, we can’t have
that,” said Allen Sanchez, execu-
tive director of the bishops’ group.
“You can never reverse the deci-
sion you’ve made. It’s the finality
of it.”

Calif. police officers acquitted in death of homeless man

By GiLLIaN FLaccus
The Associated Press

SANTA ANA, Calif. — By the time all
four verdicts were read acquitting two Cal-
ifornia officers of killing a homeless man,
people on both sides were sobbing.

Kelly Thomas, 37, died five days after a
violent confrontation with six officers in
July 2011. A surveillance camera captured
him screaming for his father and begging
for air as the police kneed him, jolted him
with an electric stun gun and used the
blunt end to strike him around the face and
head.

It was a rare case in which police of-
ficers were charged in a death involving
actions on duty. Thomas’ death led to days
of protests, forced the recall of three City
Council members and led the police chief
to step down.

Former Officer Manuel Ramos, 39, was
acquitted of second-degree murder and in-
voluntary manslaughter on Monday. For-
mer Officer Jay Cicinelli, 41, was acquitted

of involuntary manslaughter and excessive
use of force.

The FBI said it will review the evidence
to determine whether federal action is
justified.

Outside court, Thomas’ parents con-
demned the verdicts.

“Just horrified,” Cathy Thomas said.
“He got away with murdering my son.”

Ron Thomas has said his son suffered
from schizophrenia and didn’t understand
the officers.

Ramos’ attorney, John Barnett, said ju-
rors did their duty. “They were operating
as they were trained, and they had no mal-
ice in their hearts,” he said of the police.

The defense said Thomas started the
confrontation by refusing to heed police
orders and was fighting officers so much
that they called for backup multiple times.
At one point, the lawyers said, Thomas
tried to reach for Cicinelli’s stun gun.

The video began with Ramos stopping
Thomas on July S, 2011, after the officer
answered a call about a disheveled man

jiggling the handles of car doors in a busy
parking lot.

Ramos grew frustrated with Thomas,
who wasn’t following orders to sit on a curb
with his hands on his knees.

Ramos snapped on plastic gloves, made
two fists and then held them in front of
Thomas’ face as he said, “Now see these
fists? They’re going to (expletive) you up.”

Cicinelli, who arrived a few moments
later, jolted Thomas several times with an
electric stun gun and used the butt end to
hit Thomas in the head and face, breaking
bones.

Thomas was taken off life support five
days later.

A county pathologist concluded that
Thomas died, in part, from asphyxiation
caused by injuries he received during the
confrontation.

Defense attorneys said Thomas suffered
from an enlarged heart from drug abuse,
and his exertions during the struggle were
too much for him.

Minoy ScHauer/AP

Former Police Officer Manuel Ramos

reacts after being acquitted Monday in
Santa Ana, Calif., of charges stemming
from the 2011 death of Kelly Thomas.
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Egypt holds key vote on new constitution

By MAGGIE MICHAEL
AND SarAH EL DEEB
The Associated Press

CAIRO — Military helicopters
buzzed overhead and hundreds of
thousands of soldiers and police
were deployed as Egyptians voted
Tuesday on a new constitution in
a referendum that will pave the
way for a likely presidential run
by the nation’s top general months
after he ousted Islamist President
Mohammed Morsi.

The two-day balloting is a key
milestone in a military-backed
political road map toward new
elections for a president and a
parliament after the July coup
that has left the Arab world’s most
populous nation sharply divided
between Brotherhood supporters
in one camp and the military, se-
curity forces and their supporters
in the other.

It is taking place in a climate
of fear and paranoia, with au-
thorities, the mostly pro-military
media and a significant segment
of the population showing little
or no tolerance for dissent. Cam-

paigning for a “no” vote risked ar-
rest by the police, and Egyptians
who have publicized their opposi-
tion to the charter, even just parts
of it, are quickly labeled as traitors
or closest supporters of Morsi.

Some 160,000 soldiers and more
than 200,000 policemen fanned
out across the nation of some 90
million people to protect polling
stations and voters against pos-
sible attacks by militants loyal to
Morsi. Cars were prevented from
parking or driving by polling sta-
tions and women were searched
by female police officers. Mili-
tary helicopters hovered over
Cairo and other major cities.

Shortly before polls opened, an
explosion struck a Cairo court-
house, damaging its facade and
shattering windows in nearby
buildings but causing no casu-
alties in the densely populated
neighborhood of Imbaba — a
Brotherhood stronghold.

Three people were killed when
gunfire erupted between police
and gunmen on rooftops as clash-
es broke out between pro-Morsi
protesters and security forces in

the southern city of Sohag, ac-
cording to security officials.

In Cairo’s working class dis-
trict of Nahya, pro-Morsi protest-
ers shot at and pelted with rocks
a polling station before closing all
entrances with chains, scaring
away voters and locking election
officials inside, Mohammed Se-
ragedeen, the judge in charge of
the station, said.

Security forces later fired tear
gas to disperse the protesters and
allow voting to resume, he said.

The referendum is the sixth
nationwide vote since the au-
thoritarian Hosni Mubarak was
toppled in a popular uprising in
2011, with the five others widely
considered the freest ever seen
in Egypt, including the June 2012
balloting won by Morsi. This
vote was tainted by criticism that
many of the freedoms won in the
anti-Mubarak revolution have
vanished amid a fierce crack-
down on the Muslim Brotherhood
that has spread to others as the
military-backed administration
tries to suppress all dissent.

The new charter, drafted by a

Amr NasiL/AP

Egyptian women show their inked fingers after casting their votes at

a polling station in Cairo on Tuesday.

liberal-dominated committee ap-
pointed by the military-backed
government, would ban political
parties based on religion, give
women equal rights and protect
the status of minority Christians. It

also gives the military special sta-
tus by allowing it to select its own
candidate for the job of defense
minister for the next eight years
and empowering it to bring civil-
ians before military tribunals.

200 fleeing
S. Sudan

dead after
boat sinks

The Associated Press

JUBA, South Sudan — Some
200 people fleeing warfare died
after a boat crossing the Nile
River sank, a South Sudanese
military official said Tuesday as
fighting between rebels and gov-
ernment forces moved closer to
the national capital.

Warfare in the world’s newest
state has displaced more than
400,000 people since mid-De-
cember, with the front lines con-
stantly shifting as loyalist troops
and renegade forces gain and lose
territory in battles often waged
along ethnic lines.

Lt. Col. Philip Aguer, the South
Sudanese military spokesman,
said there was fighting about 45
miles north of the South Suda-
nese capital of Juba.

As control of certain regions
has changed, tens of thousands of
residents have fled their homes to
escape fighting that often pits the
Dinka ethnic group of President
Salva Kiir against the Nuer group
of Riek Machar, the former vice
president who now commands
renegade forces.

The boat that sunk Tuesday
was carrying mostly women and
children, Aguer said.

Troops from neighboring Ugan-
da appear to be actively fighting
on behalf of Kiir, who is report-
edly seeking the long-term com-
mitment of Ugandan troops in the
fight against renegade forces.

Spaniards protest proposed boulevard
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during a

in Burgos, Spain, on

people_have been arrested after
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Rioting began Friday

Chinese doctor sentenced for selling babies

The Associated Press

BEIJING — A Chinese court
on Tuesday convicted a doctor of
baby trafficking and sentenced
her to death with a two-year re-
prieve after she admitted in court
that she stole babies from the hos-
pital where she worked and sold
them.

Zhang Shuxia, an obstetrician,
told parents their newborns had
congenital problems and persuad-
ed them to give them up, accord-

ing to the Weinan Intermediate
People’s Court in Shaanxi.

In China, suspended death sen-
tences are usually commuted to
life imprisonment after two years.

The case exposed a baby traf-
ficking ring that operated across
several provinces centering on
Zhang. According to online post-
ings by the court, she sold the
babies to human traffickers, who
then resold them at higher prices.
In a July case, Zhang pocketed
$3,600 when she passed a baby

boy to a human trafficker, who re-
sold the child for $9,900 to a cou-
ple in China’s Henan province.

Altogether, Zhang sold seven
babies to middlemen who resold
the babies in central and eastern
China between November 2011
and July 2013, the court said. Six
of the babies were either returned
or rescued by police, but one that
was voluntarily abandoned by its
parents and sold for $165 in April
later died.

8 killed in
Baghdad
violence

By SameEr N. Yacous
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Bombings and
shootings killed at least eight peo-
ple in and around the Iraqi capi-
tal on Tuesday, including a judge,
officials said.

Gunmen in a speeding car
opened fire at the judge, killing
him and his driver, police said.

They said a sticky bomb at-
tached to a mini-bus exploded
later in the afternoon in the Shiite
neighborhood of Sadr city, killing
three passengers and wounding
eight.

In northern Baghdad, a road-
side bomb missed a police patrol
but killed one civilian and wound-
ed six.

Later on, gunmen in a speed-
ing car sprayed an army check-
point in the western suburb of
Abu Ghraib with bullets, killing
two soldiers and wounding two
others, said police and hospital
officials.

The officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorized to talk to the
media.

Violence has been on the rise in
Iraq recently as security forces
and allied Sunni tribesmen in
Anbar province battle al-Qaida
fighters over the control of two
key cities there.

Atleast 233 people have died in
violence across the country so far
this month, according to an Asso-
ciated Press count.
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PHotos By TRan Van Minw/AP

Above: A helmet belonging to slain North Viethamese soldier Bui
Duc Hung is handed over to Bui Dinh Hoe, left, a relative of Hung, in

Huong Non village, Phu

Tho p! on Tuesday.

Below: The helmet, which had been kept as a war souvenir by an
American veteran for 46 years, is displayed in front of a bust of late
Vietnamese revolutionary leader Ho Chi Minh.

Souvenir helmet is
returned to Vietnam

By TraN VAN MINH
The Associated Press

HUONG NON, Vietnam — In
1968, young American soldier
John Wast was scouring a bat-
tlefield in central Vietnam for
weapons and intelligence when
an enemy helmet with an image
of a dove scratched onto it caught
his eye. He tied it to his rucksack,
and five months later took it home
as a war souvenir, where for 46
years it had sat on a shelf.

When a U.S. veterans charity
approached him asking whether
he would like to see the helmet re-
turned to the family of its onetime
owner, he said yes, so long as it
didn’t cause them any more pain.
The group, the Development of
Vietnam Endeavors Fund, located
the family of the soldier, Bui Duc
Hung, who was killed in the war,
his remains never recovered.

On Tuesday, four U.S. veterans
returned the helmet in a ceremo-
ny in the Hung’s family’s village
45 miles northwest of Hanoi that
stressed the need for peace and
reconciliation.

“This is a very sacred moment
for my extended family,” said Bui
Duc Duc, 52, the nephew of the
slain solider.

Duc wept as the helmet was
placed in front of a family altar
in his house. The Americans,
along with around 100 villagers
and local officials gathered for
the ceremony, looked on. A bust
of Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam’s victo-
rious wartime leader was also in
the room.

“We consider this helmet as
part of him and we will keep as a
reminder for our family’s future
generations,” he said.

Up to 3 million Vietnamese
were killed in the war, which the
United States undertook to stop
the spread of Communism in
Southeast Asia.

Wast, 67, of Toledo, Ohio, didn’t
travel back to Vietnam. In a state-
ment that was read at the cer-
emony, Wast said that Hung had
“fought with skill and courage.”

“The time has now come for
me to return this helmet to those
who knew and cared for Bui Duc
Hung,” he said. “I do this with
thoughts of love and peace to you
all.”

AK-41 creator pained by
responsibility in deaths

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — In a regretful let-
ter penned a few months before
his death, Mikhail Kalashnikov,
the designer of the AK-47 assault
rifle, asked the head of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church if he was
to blame for the deaths of those
killed by his weapon.

The Russian daily Izvestia on
Monday published the letter, in
which Kalashnikov, who died last
month at 94, told Patriarch Kirill
that he kept asking himself if he
was responsible. The AK-47 is
the world’s most popular firearm,
with an estimated 100 million
spread around the world.

“The pain in my soul is unbear-
able. I keep asking myself the
same unsolvable question: If my
assault rifle took people’s lives,
it means that I, Mikhail Kalash-
nikov, ... son of a farmer and Or-
thodox Christian am responsible
for people’s deaths,” he said in the
letter.

Kalashnikov also shared his
bitter thoughts about humankind.

“The longer I live, the more
often that question gets into
my brain, the deeper I go in my
thoughts and guesses about why
the Almighty allowed humans
to have devilish desires of envy,
greed and aggression,” Kalash-
nikov continued. “Everything
changes, only a man and his
thinking remain unchanged: he’s
Jjust as greedy, evil, heartless and
restless as before!”

Kalashnikov’s daughter, Elena,
was quoted by Izvestia as say-
ing that a local priest could have
helped her father write the two-
page letter, which was typed and
carried his signature.

AP

Mikhail Kalashnikov shows a model of his AK-47 assauilt rifle in
October 1997. Before his death last month, Kalashnikov wondered
if he was to blame for the deaths of those killed by his creation.

The rifle’s simplicity and reli-
ability made it a weapon of choice
for the Third World insurgents
backed by the Soviet Union. Mos-
cow not only distributed the AK-
47 widely but also licensed its
production in some 30 other coun-
tries. The gun’s cult status among
revolutionaries and national-lib-
eration fighters is enshrined on
the flag of Mozambique.

The letter, which was sent in
April, contrasted sharply with
past statements by Kalashnikov,
who had repeatedly said in inter-
views and public speeches that he
created the weapon to protect his
country and couldn’t be blamed
for other people’s action.

“I sleep well. It’s the politicians
who are to blame for failing to
come to an agreement and resort-
ing to violence,” the designer told
The Associated Press in 2007.

The church sought to comfort
him with the same argument. Iz-
vestia quoted Kirill’s spokesman,
Alexander Volkov, as saying the
Patriarch responded to Kalash-
nikov and praised him as a true
patriot.

“If the weapon is used to de-
fend the Motherland, the Church
supports both its creators and the
servicemen using it,” the newspa-
per quoted Volkov as saying.

In 2007, President Vladimir
Putin praised Kalashnikov’s
weapon as a “symbol of the cre-
ative genius of our people.” Putin
attended Kalashnikov’s burial at
a memorial military cemetery
Jjust outside Moscow.

While it’s not especially ac-
curate, Kalashnikov’s rifle can
perform in sandy or wet condi-
tions that jam more sophisticated
weapons such as the U.S. M-16.

Official: China asserts control over fishing

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — China
has insisted it will regulate fish-
ing in the disputed South China
Sea under its laws despite pro-
tests by neighboring countries, a
Philippine official said Tuesday.

Chinese rules which took effect
this month require foreign fisher-
men to seek Beijing’s approval to
operate in the disputed waters.

Department of Foreign Affairs
spokesman Raul Hernandez said
the Philippines asked China to
clarify the edict and was told by
Beijing that it was “an implemen-

tation of China’s fisheries law”
and that the region was under
Chinese jurisdiction.

China claims virtually the en-
tire South China Sea, putting it at
odds with Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan,
which also claim parts of the busy
‘waters as their territory.

Vietnamese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Luong Thanh Nghi
has said the fishing regulation and
other moves by China in recent
months are “illegal and invalid”
and seriously violate Vietnamese
sovereignty.

The United States has criti-

cized the Chinese regulation as
“provocative and potentially dan-
gerous.” China has asked Wash-
ington to stay out of the Asian
dispute.

The Philippines and Vietnam
are among the most vocal critics
of China’s claims over the disput-
ed waters, saying they infringe on
their own 200-mile exclusive eco-
nomic zones.

China and rival claimants
have beefed up their navies and
stepped up patrols in the disputed
territories, increasing the risk of
confrontation.
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OPINION

We're not in to win the wars we start

By ANDREW J. BACEVICH

he U.S. military is like the highly

skilled, gadget-toting contractor

‘who promises to give your kitchen

a nifty makeover in no time what-
soever. Here’s the guy you can count on to
get the job done. Just look at those refer-
ences! Yet by the time he drives off months
later, the kitchen’s a shambles and you're
stuck with a bill several times larger than
the initial estimate. Turns out the job was
more complicated than it seemed. But
what say we take a crack at remodeling the
master bath?

That pretty much summarizes the Amer-
ican experience with war since the end of
the Cold War. By common consent, when it
comes to skills and gadgets, U.S. forces are
in a league of their own. Yet when it comes
to finishing the job on schedule and on bud-
get, their performance has been woeful.

Indeed, these days the United States ab-
solves itself of any responsibility to finish
wars that it starts. When we’ve had enough,
we simply leave, pretending that when U.S.
forces exit the scene, the conflict is offi-
cially over. In 2011, when the last Ameri-
can troops crossed from Iraq into Kuwait,
President Barack Obama proudly declared
that he had made good on his campaign
promise to end the Irag War. Sometime
late this year, when the U.S. terminates its
combat role in Afghanistan, he will waste
no time consigning that war to the past as
well.

Yet the Iraqg War did not end when the
United States withdrew. Even with Wash-
ington striving mightily to ignore the fact,
the violent ethno-sectarian struggle for
Iraq triggered by the 2003 U.S.-led inva-
sion continues. In recent days, events such
as al-Qaida’s ferocious welcome-to-the-
new-year assault on the cities of Fallujah

and Ramadi — roughly the equivalent of
a Confederate army laying siege to Get-
tysburg sometime during the presidency
of Ulysses S. Grant — have made it impos-
sible to pretend otherwise.

Events in Afghanistan are likely to fol-
low a similar trajectory. No sermus person

between intention and outcomes? Funda-
mentally, a pronounced infatuation with
armed might has led senior civilian of-
ficials, regardless of party, and senior
military leaders, regardless of service, to
misunderstand and misapply the military
mstrument Force is good for some things,

thinks that the war there — 1even

earlier, in 2001 — will end just because
U.S. troops are finally packing up to go
home. No doubt the American public will
forget Afghanistan as quickly as it forgot
Iraq. Yet as with the Iraq War, the strug-
gle to determine Afghanistan’s fate will
continue, its duration and outcome no less
uncertain.

The truth is something few people in the
national security establishment are willing
to confront. Confusing capability with util-
ity, the United States knows how to start
wars but has seemingly forgotten how to
conclude them. Yet concluding war on fa-
vorable terms — a concept formerly known
as victory — is the object of the exercise.
For the United States, victory has become
a lost art. This unhappy verdict applies
whether U.S. forces operate conventionally
(employing high-tech “shock and awe” tac-
tics) or unconventionally (“winning hearts
and minds”).

As a consequence, instead of promoting
stability — perhaps the paramount U.S.
interest not only in the Islamic world but
also globally — Washington’s penchant for
armed intervention since the end of the
Cold War, and especially since 9/11, has
tended to encourage just the opposite. In
effect, despite spilling much blood and ex-
pending vast amounts of treasure, U.S. mil-
itary exertions have played mto the hands

pre ntly for d ding what is al-
ready yours. Not content to defend, howev-
er, the United States in recent decades has
sought to use force to extend its influence,
control and values.

In a world divided between haves and
have-nots, between postmodern and pre-
modern, and between those for whom God
is dead and those for whom God remains
omnipresent, expecting coercion to pro-
duce reconciliation, acceptance or submis-
sion represents the height of folly. So force
employed by the United States in faraway
places serves mostly to inflame further re-
sistance, a statement that is true whether
we're talking about putting “boots on the
ground” or raining down Hellfire missiles
from the heavens.

What then is to be done? That which
Washington is least capable of undertak-
ing: Those charged with formulating policy
must think anew. For starters, that means
lowering expectations regarding the politi-
cal effectiveness of war, which is demon-
strably limited.

Take force off the metaphorical table to
which policymakers regularly refer. Rath-
er than categorizing violence as a preferred
option, revive the tradition of treating it as
a last resort. Then get serious about evalu-
ating the potential for employing alterna-
tive forms of power, chiefly economic and
cultural, to advance American interests.

of our adversaries, lumped
together under the rubric of “terrorists.”
How can we explain this yawning gap

Bacevich is a professor of history and interna-
tional relations at Boston University. This column
first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

Gates’ memoir

By SARAH CHAYES

n a dozen years of war, Americans

have grown used to improvised ex-

plosive devices. The detonations

have rocked the streets of Kabul and
Baghdad — and also of Washington. Only,
in Washington, the bombshells appear in
print.

The latest domestic blast, a diatribe
called “Duty” by former Secretary of De-
fense Robert Gates, seems to have startled
even the dean of White House correspon-
dents. “It is rare for a former Cabinet
member,” wrote Bob Woodward in the
Washington Post, “let alone a Defense sec-
retary ... to publish such an antagonistic
portrait of a sitting president.”

Yet, as can happen with IEDs, the shrap-
nel from this one may wound its origina-
tor more severely than its intended targets.
From the excerpts of the memoir that have
been released, Gates emerges as a petu-
lant, inhibited man who ill-served his pres-
ident and the national interest by keeping
his anger and concerns bottled up instead
of raising them in person, at the time when
it might have done his country some good.

His criticism of President Barack
Obama’s handling of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, moreover, is fixated on U.S.
troops and on executive branch infighting.
It fails to examine the most profound flaw
in the conduct of the wars: the lack of an
overarching policy within which troop de-
ployments might have made sense.

Especially toward the end of his ten-
ure, Gates would let fly with an occasional
caustic remark. But he was known in the
Pentagon, where I worked at the time, for
his understatement. Often the last to com-
ment in meetings of top officials where

reveals his own failure of duty

national security decisions were made, he
saved his fire until he had heard where his
colleagues came down.

But the Gates who emerges in this self-
portrait is hopping mad, constantly strug-
gling to contain the boiling inside. “My
initial instinct was to storm out,” he said
of a National Security Council meeting. “It
took every bit of my self-discipline to stay
seated on the sofa.”

Hiding thoughts and feelings, present-
ing an impassive face to the outside world,
is often seen as a rugged, manly virtue. In
this case, it was a failing.

As defense secretary, Gates could meet
the president whenever he needed to. And
yet, by his own admission, he never men-
tioned his concerns. Those concerns, espe-
cially regarding what he calls White House
micromanagement, are shared by other
former officials who have spoken out. But
itis just such issues that responsible top ex-
ecutives routinely raise and work through
with their superiors.

Likewise the widening breach of trust
that Gates and others describe separating
the White House and top military brass.
Gates decries the national security staff’s
“aggressive, suspicious and sometimes
condescending and insulting question-
ing of our military leaders.” Yet he never
rose to those leaders’ defense by having a
forthright conversation with the president
to call out this conduct. If it was as damag-
ing to him and to the national interest as he
writes, it was his duty to do so.

On substance, Gates praises Obama’s
decision to authorize the raid that killed
Osama bin Laden. He criticizes his ambiv-
alence about the troop surge in Afghani-
stan. But in each case, what Gates neglects
to highlight is the lack of a coherent policy

framing the military actions.

‘While top executive branch officials and
the president were debating how many
helicopters should fly on the raid, no one
worked through all the implications for
Pakistan policy. Was our ally in the Af-
ghanistan war deliberately harboring our
No. 1 enemy? What did that mean? How
should our approach to Pakistan change?

None of those questions was sufficiently
examined during the lead-up to the raid.
And in the subsequent policy scramble, a
coherent strategy toward that counterpro-
ductive partner was never developed. The
U.S. is still subsidizing a government that
deliberately organizes and sends extrem-
ists to commit attacks in Afghanistan.

Gates blasts Obama’s growing ambiva-
lence about the “troop increase (he) boldly
approved in 2009.” The massive deployment
was, in Gates’ view, a better approach than
whack-a-mole counterterrorism. And yet,
without a policy to grapple with the abusive
corruption of the Afghan government or
with Pakistan’s sponsorship of the Taliban,
neither of those military options stood much
chance of success. Without such a strategic
framework, Obama was right to be dubious
about the surge. Where he was wrong was
in failing to task his civilian leadership to
adequately develop that policy.

The White House helped bring the
tongue-lashing seen in “Duty” on itself by
relentlessly spinning this story for years.
Still, Gates may have tarnished his pre-
viously stellar name by retorting in this
manner, at this time.

Chayes, a senior associate at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, served as
special assistant to the chairman of the

et of Siatf rom 2010 10,2015 This colirmn first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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Confronting cheaters is sports’ ongoing challenge

BY GEORGE J. MITCHELL

ast week’s announcement that
three baseball players have
been elected to the Hall of Fame
sparked another round of discus-
sion about the use of steroids and other
performance-enhancing drugs by Major
League Baseball players. Who wasn’t
elected, and why, has received as much at-
tention as who was. Many fans long for an
end to what has become known as the ste-
roid era. Unfortunately, that is unlikely.

In December 2007, I released my report
on the illegal use of performance-enhanc-
ing substances in Major League Baseball,
which concluded that for more than a de-
cade anabolic steroids and other perfor-
mance-enhancing substances were widely
used by players in violation of federal law
and league rules. This was not an isolated
problem involving a few players or a few
clubs. Each of the 30 clubs had players who
used such substances at some time in their
careers. Club officials routinely discussed
the possibility of substance use when eval-
uating players.

The league’s response was slow to de-
velop and initially ineffective. For years,
citing concerns for players’ privacy rights,
the Major League Baseball Players As-
sociation (the union that represents the
players) opposed mandatory, random drug

testing of its members. But in 2002, under
pressure from the public and Congress,
baseball and the Players Association adopt-
ed such a program. While that program re-
duced the use of steroids, the use of human
growth hormone expanded because it was
not detectable through urine testing.

‘While much of the media coverage of the
report focused on the players it identified,
my recommendations for reform were
the heart of the report. They included im-
provements to baseball’s drug prevention
and treatment program, such as requiring
periodic reports of aggregate drug-testing
activity, making the program more inde-
pendent, increasing the frequency of test-
ing and improving the collection process
to ensure effective testing. I also recom-
mended that the baseball commissioner
more aggressively investigate evidence of
use or possession of prohibited substances
by players, including by establishing a de-
partment of investigations.

The commissioner adopted all of my
recommendations that were not subject to
the collective bargaining process. Later,
he and the Players Association agreed to
changes that incorporated most of the re-
maining recommendations.

Looking back, my most important rec-
ommendation was the establishment of
a department of investigations to gather

evidence of use of performance-enhancing
steroids from sources other than drug tests.
An important lesson learned is that drug
testing is not a foolproof detection method.
It’s an ongoing cat-and-mouse game be-
tween the cheaters, their enablers and those
who use science to prevent cheating. With
its investigative ca-
pacity, baseball has

Not every another weapon in
great athlete enforcement. .
5 Some social
Is a greal t . roblems  persist
human being. despite laws to pre-
Talent and vent them. Every
- society has laws
morallty may against crime, but
coexist, but  no one expects an
end to crime; it’s a

they often continuing problem
do not. that must be ag-

gressively deterred

and punished. So it
is with the use of performance-enhancing
drugs in sports.

There will always be people who want so
badly to gain a competitive edge that they
are willing to cheat, even at great personal
risk to their health. There also will be those
who see profit in meeting that demand.
As the money offered to premier athletes
continues to rise rapidly, the risk-reward
ratio skews increasingly to greater risk-
taking. All sports, not just baseball and not

just professional sports, face a continuing
challenge.

Major League Baseball has moved in re-
cent years to meet the challenge. For that,
Commissioner Bud Selig deserves great
credit. Credit also should go to the play-
ers and their association; they have come
to understand that their interest lies in a
strong, effective and fair program of test-
ing and vigilance to limit drug use to an
absolute minimum. I am heartened that
more players than ever are speaking out
against steroid use, as has the Players As-
sociation. I hope the tide is turning against
it in all sports.

Learning that our childhood heroes are
fallible is disillusioning. But we grow up
and get over our disappointment, and we
understand it as another example of life’s
complexity. Not every great human being
is a great athlete. Not every great athlete is
a great human being. Talent and morality
may coexist, but they often do not.

It’s understandable, and human, to want
clarity and finality. But in sports, as in
life, some complexity and uncertainty are
unavoidable, for fans and for those sports-
writers who vote on candidates for the Hall
of Fame.

George J. Mitchell is a former majority leader of
the U.S. Senate and a co-founder of the Bipartisan
policy Center. He conducted an independent
investigati he use of perfor y

ing substances in Major League Baseball. This col-
umn first appeared in The Washington Post.

Forget NSA —

By MARTIN SCHRAM
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

his year must be the year when

we finally do something to pro-

tect our privacy, now that seven

months of serial scoops about gov-
ernment spying and snooping have gotten
our attention.

We are all on the case, sort of — shak-
en out of our complacency and apathy by
those revelations of America’s domestic
and global spying, in those top-secret docu-
ments rookie contractor Edward Snowden
stole so easily from the impenetrable Na-
tional Security Agency.

Many Americans now worry that a rag-
ing Big Brotherism is secretly robbing us
of our privacy.

Indeed, the more we think about it, the
more we realize this ultimate violation
we once thought was just George Orwell’s
nightmare of a futuristic 1984 has become
our reality today.

If we hope to take back our constitution-
al right of privacy, we need to first figure
out just what we’ve lost to this rampant Big
Brotherism — and who is the enemy who
took it from us in the first place. That’s our
mission today.

First, let’s take inventory of what we’ve
lost.

We know from Snowden’s early scoop that
the NSA is amassing so-called “metadata”
about the phone calls of millions of Ameri-
cans. The NSA keeps records of phone
numbers we call or that call us — just the
numbers, not the content of conversations.
(If we are contacted by a suspected ter-
rorist, the feds match his number to ours
— and check out everyone we call.)

Understandably, the metadata revelation
triggered consternation from all who think
it is a violation of privacy for the govern-
ment to even keep a record of numbers
we call or who call us. President Obama
recently said he might recommend that
phone companies, not the NSA, should
keep this data.

But your privacy can be violated in ways

Technology has long been robbing our privacy

)

A woman checks her cellphone as she waits at
More and more, smartphone technology is rai

Nam Y. Huw/AP

’Hare International Airport in Chicago.
g our privacy, with features that allow

phone carriers to know a user’s location at all times, for example.

more extensive than collecting metadata.
Example:

1. Your email content (notjust the address
of the recipient) on some servers is rou-
tinely scanned for key words. Google has
acknowledged that Gmail messages have
been scanned by machines, not humans,
so users can get pop-up ads about topics of

interest. If you write a friend about body
building, you may soon get health product
ads. Write about an immigration concern
and you may get an immigration attorney’s
ad.

2. Your Internet searches are being
tracked and stored on some search engines.
‘When you search how to make a cake or a

nuclear bomb, or want to see a rhinoceros”
horn or recreational porn — you may get
ads aimed at your search content.

3. Your smartphone may be outsmarting
you — some features enable your phone
carrier to know your location at all times.

That last theme — police seeking to
track a suspect by putting a device on his
car — led to a now-famous Supreme Court
concurring opinion. In the 2012 case of
U.S. v. Jones, Justice Sonia Sotomayor
transcended the specific issue and wrote,
most presciently:

“It may be necessary to reconsider the
premise that an individual has no reason-
able expectation of privacy in information
voluntarily disclosed to third parties. This
approach is ill-suited to the digital age, in
which people reveal a great deal of infor-
mation about themselves to third parties
in the course of carrying out mundane
tasks.”

You are here: Each of those invasions is
far more intrusive than NSA’s storage of
metadata. In all three examples, we en-
dure blatant invasions of our privacy be-
cause we are considered to have given our
consent. Sometimes consent is required to
use the service. Other times, companies
just make it very difficult to opt out.

Now ask: Can a government agency
someday gain access to those private com-
puter and cell phone company records?
Can a prospective employer (government
or private) someday check your computer
search records to see whether you searched
for something spelled with three X’s?

Congress must investigate anew these
digital-age privacy invasions that, as Jus-
tice Sotomayor observed, are a fact of our
lives today. Our laws must catch up to our
technology.

The creative minds of Thomas Jeffer-
son, James Madison and their contempo-
raries would be mind-blowingly fascinated
by our high-tech life today. But they would
surely be shocked to see that the consti-
tutional guarantees they so painstakingly
crafted for the ages have come to this.
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PHOTOS BY GEMUNU AMARASINGHE/AP

A Baptist church stands at Kanpetlet, Chin state, in Myanmar. British colonials, who seized the Chin Hills in 1896 and American missionaries were earlier agents of change, but
the indigenous groups were able to meld some of their animist religion with Christianity.

Ethnic traditions vanishing as Myanmar opens up to the outside world

By DENis D. Gray
The Associated Press

KAMPALET, Myanmar
igh in the hills of
Myanmar’s Chin state,
Shwe Mana plays a
gentle song on a bam-

boo flute using only her nostrils
— one of the last of her tribe to
preserve this ancient skill. A dark,
intricate web of tattoos covers
her face, harking back to a time,
it is said, when women disfigured
themselves to dampen the lust of
lowland marauders.

Her university-educated daugh-
ter, resting a hand gently on her
mother’s shoulder, makes it clear
she won't be getting similar tat-
toos in what she calls “this Inter-
net age.” Her illiterate mother,
like many from the Chin ethnic
group, explains that the outside
world has imparted a new sense of
what is beautiful.

“M; daughter
thought it would
be too painful
and she would
not look
pretty,” said
Shwe Mana,
53, whose
house hugs
a  4,500-foot
ridge line in
the pleasant
town of Kam-
palet. “Some-
times, I also feel
that the tattoos don’t
make me pretty —but
just sometimes.”

Their story is becoming a com-
mon one in a country not long ago
described as a place where time
stood still. Tribal ways — dress,
festivals, even languages —passed
down through countless genera-
tions are vanishing in the course
of one as the long-isolated country
opens its doors wider to the out-
side world.

The end of military rule three
years ago and the launch of eco-
nomic and political reforms are
accelerating change. That is
bringing opportunity and hope for
a long impoverished country, but
also increasing pressure on tradi-
tion in one of the most ethnically
diverse nations, home to more
than 140 groups and numerous
subgroupings, from sea-roaming
“gypsies” in the south to a tribe of
pygmies living in the shadows of
the Himalayas.

Across Myanmar, where ethnic
minorities make up about a third

of the 60 million people and

inhabit half the country,
barely a village re-

mains cocooned in
the past.

Witness the vil-
lage of Kyar Do
in southern Chin
state, inhabited

by the Maun sub-
tribe. Reached by
a precarious trail
plunging down a
mile-deep  valley

and often cut off
during the mon-
soon rains, the

community ac-

Above: Young women of the Muun subtribe — one with a traditional
tattooed face and others with thanaka, a distinctive cosmetic face
paste widely used by Burmese women for a smoother skin — gather
in Kyar Do village to watch a soccer tournament. Below left: A

woman smokes a pipe during the soccer game.

quired three inexpensive Chinese
motorcycles last year and a mobile
phone owned by the chief. Three
television sets, powered by solar
panels, allow the 500 villagers to
keep up with the latest doings of
soccer squads Manchester United
and Real Madrid.

“The world they are in contact
with is in constant change, and
they want to be part of it,” said
F.K. Lehman, professor emeritus
at the University of Illinois and
one of the few anthropologists to
have done field work among the
Chin. “The change among the eth-
nic groups is very rapid and strik-
ing, and it will accelerate.”

Wedged between northeast
India and the heartland of the
Burmans — the majority ethnic
group in Myanmar — Chin state is
home to six Chin tribes and 69 sub-
tribes. It is a stunningly beautiful,
rugged region rising to the 10,200~
foot Mt. Victoria. But it is plagued
by periodic famines, threadbare
infrastructure and an insurgency,
now at least temporarily halted,
aimed at greater autonomy from
the central government.

Driven by poverty and politics,
a Chin diaspora — there are some
20,000 in Malaysia alone — has
created economic disparities as
relatives send money home to
communities that were at one time
generally egalitarian.

The family of Yen Htan recent-
ly built a new house in Kyar Do
thanks to a son working in Malay-
sia who sends home about $2,000 a
year, a princely sum given the $2-
a-day income of most other fami-

lies. Brightly

£ painted
The world and  tiled,
the  house
theyare "y of
in contact  wood,incon-
thoic i trast to the
with is in traditional
constant bamboo and
thatch.
change, and ™20
they want 150 a gen-
to be part  erational
fit.? disconnect:
o . Older people
F.K. Lehman are mostly
University of lllinois illiterate,
while  the
youngattend

avillage primary school and a few
of them go on to higher education
in the district capital, Mindat.
With previous restrictions on
foreigners traveling to Chin state
now mostly lifted, a trickle of tour-
ists make the heart-pounding trek
to Kyar Do. Some offer candy and
medicine or donations to rebuild a
bridge demolished by floods. Oth-
ers try to buy heirloom jewelry
— expressions of pride, status and
artistry — from Some

of the tattooed, bejeweled women
expect cash for photographs.

British colonials who seized the
Chin Hills in 1896 and American
missionaries were earlier agents
of change. The indigenous groups
were able to meld some of their
animist religion with Christianity,
and the missionaries strengthened
the concept of “Chin-ness” by cre-
ating the first Chin-written alpha-
bet and other unifying measures.

“The English and missionaries
offered a connection to a larger,
more interesting world that did
not depend on the Burmans, who
had always been rather unkind to
them,” Lehman said.

Kyar Do, like other Chin villag-
es, seems to have its feet planted
in both animism and Christianity
— in the past and the present.

Down the slope from a Christian
church, the ashes of the deceased
lie beneath clusters of flat, table-
like stones, according to ancient
custom.

Lian Sakhong, a Chin activist
and anthropologist, fled Myan-
mar after the brutal 1988 military
suppression of a pro-democracy
movement. On returning home
in 2001, he noticed changes. Bud-
dhist pagodas stood on hilltops
where there were once only Chris-
tian churches. Students were pres-
sured to convert to Buddhism, the
religion of most Burmans, at spe-
cial, well-endowed schools run
under the government’s Border
Area Development Program.

His generation studied in Chin
languages  through  primary
school, but now children can do so
only at Sunday school.

Christianity, which once so
transformed Chin society, now is
saving it, said Lian Sakhong, also
the son of a tribal chief.

“Chin identity and Christianity
are fully blended,” he said. “We
have only one institution which
is not controlled by the govern-
ment: our church. When you sing
ahymn and read the Bible in Chin
on Sunday and you know that oth-
ers across the state are doing the
same, it makes for a kind of com-
munity, a unifying force.”

But as in other ethnic areas,
languages are disappearing as
once isolated valleys are con-
nected by roads and modern

ion.
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New MIT
tech allows
3D image

interaction

The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Re-
searchers at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology have
found a way to allow people
in one place to interact with
three-dimensional versions of
people or objects in a different
location.

MIT’s TangibleMedia Group
calls the technology inFORM.
A person in one location moves
or puts an object in front of a
depth-sensing camera. That
camera sends signals to a mo-
torized pin screen somewhere
else, and that’s where the 3D
image pops up. If someone on
camera is moving his hands,
for example, that movement
would show up on the pin
screen in another location.

They hope the technol-
ogy eventually can be used by
urban planners and architects.
It could also be used by doc-
tors and others who need to
look at CT scans.

M: Institute of

student Sean Follmer demonstrates inFORM
technology at the campus in Cambridge, Mass.,
in November. Follmer, with MIT’s Tangible
Media Group, moves his hands in front of a
depth-sensing camera, top right, which sends
signals to a motorized pin screen, above, where
a 3D image pops up to manipulate the red ball.

Evuise AmenpoLa/AP
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Doberman chases goose, falls through ice

St. Louis firefighter Stan Baynes, from Rescue Squad 1C, keeps a Doberman Pinscher named Diablo above water while he is rescued from the lake in O’Fallon Park in St.
Newsome, said Diablo ran onto the ice after a goose and then fell through. The dog was in the ice for about 25 minutes, according to the St. Louis

Louis. Diablo’s owner, Jason
Post-Dispatch.

Man extradited on
vehicle scam charges

P BENTLEYVILLE — A

southwestern Pennsyl-
vania man has been extradited
from Missouri to face charges he
posed as a lawman while scam-
ming people during online auto-
mobile sales.

The Observer-Reporter said
Timothy Rossell, 25, of Bent-
leyville, was returned Thursday
from the Franklin County, Mo.,
jail.

Southwest Regional police
Chief John Hartman said Rossell
would claim to be either a consta-
ble or a state trooper, apparently
to enhance his credibility during
the vehicle deals on Craigslist.

In two instances, police said,
Rossell claimed to be a Pennsyl-
vania lawman who needed a work
vehicle and took delivery, only to
stiff the sellers for the payment.

In a third case, Rossell alleged-
ly identified himself as a retired
Missouri state trooper when he
accepted payment from a west-
ern Pennsylvania man for a ve-
hicle he never delivered.

Man on oxygen dies
after lighting cigarette
N NEW YORK — Au-

thorities said a New
York City man who used an oxy-
gen tank was fatally burned after
lighting a cigarette.

Relatives told the New York
Post the incident occurred Sun-
day afternoon.

They said Richard Aguilar was
smoking in a recliner at his Staten

THE CENSUS

62

The number of dogs that authorities say an Indiana dog breeder whose minivan broke down in cen-
tral Ohio was transporting — some four or five to a crate. Licking County Humane Society Executive
Director Lori Carlson said the animals were stacked “bottom to top” in the van when it was discovered
in the parking lot of a hotel in Hebron, east of Columbus, on Saturday. Carlson said the dogs, some just
a few weeks old, had coats covered with feces and urine. The driver, who had been hired by the breeder, said he was

supposed to take 50 dogs and 12 puppies to an animal rescue in New Jersey.

J.B. Forses, ST. Louis PosT-Dispatch/AP

Island home with his oxygen tank
and ashtray nearby.

The man’s husband, Thomas
Krisko, told the Post that the lit
cigarette ignited Aguilar’s oxy-
gen tank, fatally burning him.

Krisko said Aguilar suffered
from chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease. He said family
couldn’t get him to stop smoking.

Pastor arrested on
suspicion of arson
c VACAVILLE — A
Northern  California
pastor has been arrested on sus-
picion of arson in connection with
a fire at a home that was sparked
by a Molotov cocktail.

The Reporter of Vacaville
reported that Mark Lewis, 39,
pastor of the Fellowship Baptist
Church in Vacaville, was being
held at Solano County Jail on sus-
picion of arson on an inhabited
dwelling, conspiracy and stalking
following his arrest Friday, a day
after the attack.

Three other people have been
arrested in connection with the
fire-bombing. Six people were
sleeping inside the home at the
time, but no one was hurt.

A motive for the attack was not
clear, although police said one of

the occupants of the home had a
restraining order against Lewis.

Police say man ate

marijuana to hide it

I A IOWA CITY — An Iowa
City man has been ac-

cused of eating marijuana in an

attempt to hide it from police.

Police said Quentrel J. John-
son, 19, was stopped Friday in a
vehicle without headlights on. Au-
thorities said the car had a strong
odor of marijuana.

Johnson was asked to open
his mouth, and officers found
chewed-up marijuana on his
tongue and teeth. A plastic bag of
the drug was in his crotch area.
A prescription bottle of codeine
with no patient name was in the
car, as well as $3,000 in cash.

The Iowa City Press-Citizen
reported that Johnson faces sev-
eral drug charges, as well as an
aggravated misdemeanor charge
of obstruction of justice for alleg-
edly eating the pot.

Authorities charge man
with threatening flight
MIAMI — Authorities

FL said a Brazilian man

sent police and airline officials

an email claiming that a plane
scheduled to fly from Miami to
Brasilia was going to be attacked.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office re-
ported that Francisco Fernando
Cruz, 22, was charged Thursday
with transmitting a threat in in-
terstate or foreign commerce. He
faces up to five years in prison.

A criminal complaint says
Miami-Dade police and TAM Air-
lines received an email Wednes-
day that threatened a specific
flight on Friday.

Police traced the email to a
computer at Montclair State Uni-
versity in Montclair, N.J. The uni-
versity reportedly captured video
of Cruz using the computer.

Cruz was arrested after land-
ing in Miami. He reportedly told
investigators that he had sent the
email as part of a dare game.

Lawsuit over probes
is settled for $1.6M
N ALBUQUERQUE
— A city and county

in southern New Mexico have set-
tled alawsuit filed by a man taken
to two hospitals and subjected to
anal probes over suspicion of hid-
ing drugs.

Attorneys for David Eckert

said Monday that Hidalgo County
and the city of Deming recently

settled their portion of a lawsuit
for a total of $1.6 million.

The lawsuit was filed against
police and sheriff’s officials in
Deming and Hidalgo County,
which borders Mexico. It alleges
Deming police sought a search
warrant for Eckert because they
thought he appeared to be clench-
ing his buttocks when he got out
of his car in January 2013.

Despite the body searches, no
drugs were found.

Police: Homeless guest
sets fire after argument
P PENN HILLS — A

homeless man has been
charged with setting fire to the
home of a Pittsburgh-area couple
who let him stay with them, after
they argued when the man and
an uninvited guest let themselves
into the home and cooked all of
the couple’s sausage.

Online court records don’t list
an attorney for Mark Anthony
Venson, 21, of Penn Hills. Nobody
answered the phone at the home
of a woman who, court records
show, bailed him out of jail.

He faces a preliminary hearing
Jan. 27.

From wire reports
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The new guy

Q&A: Connick talks about judging ‘American Idol’

By Rick BENTLEY
The Fresno Bee

In the past two years, Harry Connick Jr.
went from an “American Idol” viewer to a
mentor and now a judge.

This year, Connick joins Keith Urban and
Jennifer Lopez on the panel of judges who
will help select this year’s newest pop star.
Randy Jackson, who has passed judgment on
singers since the reality competition series
started, is shifting his role to a mentor.

In the season premiere, host Ryan Seacrest
and the three judges travel to Austin and
Boston to see a mix of musical suspects that
range from the talented to the talentless.

We talked to Connick about taking on the
role of judge for “American Idol XIII,” which
kicks off Wednesday on Fox (Thursday night
on AFN-Family).

‘What made you feel comfortable enough
to agree to be a judge?

My whole life has been a lot of interaction
with people who are a lot better than I am,
whether it’s in a one-on-one teaching situa-
tion or a clinic or mentorship or master class.
As T got older, I started to be on the giving
end of those things. I would spend a lot of
time talking to kids in high school, college,
even professional people about how they can
improve. So I feel very comfortable in that
kind of environment.

Is it the same being a judge as being a
mentor?

When “American Idol” called a few years
ago to ask me to be a mentor, it felt like a very
natural thing to do. And then they called me
back last year to do it again and I had a great
time. I really, really enjoyed spending time
with those talented young performers. Then
they called and asked me if I wanted to be a
judge, which is different than being a mentor
because you don’t really have the intensity
of the interaction but you get to share your
views with a lot more people and try to help
them develop their talent. So it just felt like a
natural thing to do.

How are you different than the other two
judges?

We’re completely different. We’re differ-
ent brains, different personalities, differ-
ent philosophies. I think what I bring to it
is I have a lot of experience as a player, as a
singer and as a kind of an overall entertainer
that’s unique to my own life. It’s like the mov-
ies I've done are different than the ones that
Jennifer’s done and the concerts I've played
are different than Keith’s. So just by virtue
of our own experience. I think I can bring
something a little bit different.

Does the overall male talent look stron-
ger this year?

There’s some crazy guy talent. For real.
No joke. There are some guys that are really
good, some great young women, too. So it’s
hard to say if it’s a 50/50 split. It’s impossible
to know and we certainly would never try to
reach any kind of quota because that would
be biased, I think. We just respond to the
people that we see. I guess the feeling
is that it’s about half and half; maybe
two more girls than guys, but I
think it’s about even.

How has adding guitars af-
fected the show?

Ithink it’s a great thing be-
cause it’s very telling. When
people pick up the guitar and
they’re not good players, it
shows immediately that A)
they should put the guitar
down, and B) alot of the de-
cisions that they make as
singers are not dissimilar
to what they’re doing on
the guitar. If you're play-
ing some chords that make
no sense, that person can’t
hear. So, when they sing,
it’s obvious why they're
making the choices they’re
making.

As a mentor, you put a
lot of emphasis on the im-
portance of contestants
understanding the mean-
ing of the lyrics of the
songs. Will that be impor-
tant to you as a judge?

Yes, that’s huge. If they’re
going to sing a lyric, then you
have to really start picking it
apart. Sometimes, they’ll lis-
ten to you when you say under-
stand the words but then they’ll
oversing it or maybe it’s kind of
one dimensional. There’s a lot of
little roads you can go down for im-
provement. These are singers. You
need to know how to sing a song.
You need to know what you're
singing about, and interestingly
to me, that is not that important
to a lot of singers. They just sing,
but they’re not connected to the
lyrics.

What are the chances of finding
the next Harry Connick Jr.?

Hopefully there’s only one me, and
you’ll never find the next one.

Fox TCA roundup

The Associated Press

Jack Bauer is back, and he’s on the run
in London.

Kiefer Sutherland returns as the in-
trepid counter-terrorist in a 12-episode
run of “24: Live Another Day,” debuting
with a two-hour show May S on Fox, the
network announced Monday at the Tele-
vision Critics Association winter meet-
ing in Pasadena, Calif. It will take up its
regular one-hour slot starting May 12.

Sutherland played Bauer for eight sea-

sons, from 2001 to 2010.

Also back from the original series are
Mary Lynn Rajskub, Kim Raver and Wil-
liam Devane. Several newcomers have
joined the cast, including Oscar nominee
Judy Davis and Yvonne Strahovski of
“Dexter.”

W The producers of “American Idol”
say the show’s new season will include
changes to freshen it, including expand-
ed song choices for contestants. Former
judge Randy Jackson’s new role will
include leading a workshop that helps

Man on the run: ‘24’ returns in May with 12 episodes

contestants deal with vocal and other
challenges. The talent contest also will
introduce a “rush week” that precedes
the Hollywood week auditions.

® Fox entertainment president Kevin
Reilly said he’s doing away with pilot
season, where networks make test epi-
sodes of dozens of potential new shows in
the spring to put some of them on their
fall schedule. Reilly says networks need
more time to judge whether a show will
work, and producers need more time to
make them.

Golden Globes
ratings rise
to 10-year high

From wire reports

The Nielsen ratings company says the
Golden Globes awards ceremony hit a 10-
year high in viewership.

According to national figures released
Monday, the NBC telecast, with Tina Fey
and Amy Poehler co-hosting for a second
year, was seen Sunday by 20.9 million
viewers. That’s an audience growth of 1.2
million viewers (6 percent) over last year.

NBC said the telecast is the season’s
most-watched awards program, topping
the CMA Awards, Emmy Awards, Ameri-
can Music Awards and People’s Choice
Awards.

Fey and Poehler are set to return to the
Globes in 2015.

Judge nixes new Jackson trial

A judge in Los Angeles on Monday re-
jected a bid by Michael Jackson’s mother
for a new trial in her lawsuit claiming the
promoter of her son’s ill-fated comeback
concerts was negligent in his death.

Superior Court Judge Yvette Palazuelos
ruled that jurors were given proper in-
structions and there were no errors in her
trial rulings that would warrant a retrial.

A jury determined in October that AEG
Live was not liable for Jackson’s June 2009
death despite hiring the doctor who was
convicted of giving the superstar an over-
dose of a powerful anesthetic.

Critic expelled from group

Film critic Armond White has been
expelled from the New York Film Critics
Circle after allegedly heckling “12 Years
a Slave” director Steve McQueen at the
group’s annual awards banquet.

The critics convened Monday and voted
the CityArts critic out of the group. En-
tertainment Weekly’s Owen Gleiberman
is a member of the group. He confirmed
White’s expulsion in an online post.

White reportedly yelled expletives at
McQueen when he accepted the award for
best director at last week’s New York Film
Critics Awards. He was quoted as loudly
calling McQueen an “embarrassing door-
man and garbage man.”

Other news

m A teenager whose battle with a rare
genetic condition that accelerates the
aging process became the subject of an
HBO documentary called “Life Accord-
ing to Sam” has died. Sam Berns, who suf-
fered from Hutchinson-Gilford progeria
syndrome, commonly known as progeria,
was 17.

m Seventies heartthrob David Cassidy,
63, was arrested Friday in southern Cali-
fornia on suspicion of drunken driving.
Cassidy, who appeared in TV’s “The Par-
tridge Family” from 1970 to ’74, was re-
leased Saturday morning on $15,000 bail
and is scheduled to appear in court Feb. 5.

® Whitney Houston’s daughter, Bobbi
Kristina Brown, has tied the knot with
Nick Gordon. A representative for the fam-
ily confirmed Friday that the 20-year-old
Brown married Gordon.

® AMC has announced that the “Break-
ing Bad” spinoff “Better Call Saul” will
premiere in November 2014, but no spe-
cific date has been released.

m Christine McVie, a songwriting and
vocal linchpin of Fleetwood Mac, is re-
turning to the band. McVie wrote such
Mac staples as “Don’t Stop” and “You
Make Loving Fun.”
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Google to buy Nest Labs for $3.2B

By MARLEY JAY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Google will
pay $3.2 billion to buy Nest Labs,
‘which develops high-tech versions
of devices like thermostats and
smoke detectors, in its second-
largest acquisition ever.

The search engine oper-
ator was an early inves-
tor in Nest Labs. It says
the company’s Nest
Learning Thermostat
has been a “consistent
best-seller.” The ther-
mostat, which retails
for $249, is designed to
learn how inhabitants
like their homes to be
heated and cooled.
Onceitlearns the con-
sumers’ preferences,
it automatically ad-
justs the temperature
on its own.

Its Nest Protect
alarm is intended to
be less annoying than

traditional alarms: when it detects
rising smoke or carbon monox-
ide levels, it lights up yellow and
speaks with a human voice, giv-
ing consumers an option to turn
the device off if there is no emer-
gency. They can stop the alert by
waving an arm. The Nest Protect

-

costs $129 while an older smoke
and carbon monoxide detector
could cost $50 to $80.
Analyst Shyam Patil, of Wed-
bush Securities, said Google is
positioning itself to offer prod-
ucts that work on the “Internet
of Things” — specifically a “con-
nected home” full of intelligent
wireless devices that collect
data and could be controlled
with a smartphone. The
“Internet of Things” is a
global network that not
only links computers,
tablets and phones but
connects  everything
from bikes to washing
machines to thermo-
stats. Last year Google

A Nest Labs
smoke and carbon
monoxide alarm
is shown.
AP

introduced Chromecast, a device
that lets users connect their TVs
and mobile devices.

“It’s a big market opportunity
and it provides Google with good
technology to attack it over time,”
Patil said in a telephone inter-
view. He has a “Neutral” rating on
Google shares.

The deal is Google’s biggest
since it closed on the $12.5 bil-
lion purchase of Motorola in
May 2012.
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Alentown, Pa. 47 29 cidy ColoradoSprings 53 26 Clr  Great Falls 53 29 Clr - Memphis 40 29 Clr Raleigh-Durham 57 28  PCIdy Springfield, Mo. 33 23 cir
Amarillo 0 Clr Columbia,S.C. 58 27  PCldy GreenBay 16 9 PCidy MiamiBeach 74 52 cldy RapidCity 51 30 cir 40 23 cldy
Anchorage 27 Cldy Columbus,Ga. 47 28  PCldy Greensboro,N.C. 52 25  PCldy Midland-Odessa 57 28 cir Reno 51 24 Clr Tallahassee 58 26  PCldy
Asheville 35 18 swow Cohmbusomo 31 20 cldy Harrabure 44 29 Cldy Milwaukee 17 12 Cldy Richmond 56 33 PCldy 67 43 PCldy
Atlanta 42 26  PCldy Concord,N.H. 45 28 Clr HartfordSpgfid. 47 28  PCldy Mpls-St. Paul 15 15  Snow Roanoke 45 25 Cldy Toledo 29 15 Cldy
Atlantic City 53 33 PCldy CorpusChristi 64 38 Clr  Helena 46 24 PCldy Missoula 31 20 Cldy Rochester 36 23 Snow Topeka 39 28 cir
Austin 63 36 Cir Dallas-Ft.Worth 59 38  PCldy Honolulu 81 69  PCldy Mobile 49 26 PCIdy Rockford 17 14 Cldy Tucson 73 40 cir
Baltimore 48 25 cidy Dayton 28 16 Cldy Houston 62 37 Cldy Montgomery 45 24 PCIdy Sacramento 70 35 cr Tulsa 47 33 cir
Baton Rouge 52 30 cir Day(onaBeach 71 35 PCldy Huntsville 39 22 Cldy Nashville 35 23 PCldy Stlouis 28 22 PCldy Tupelo a2 cir
gillings 50 29 cir 55 24 Cir  Indianapolis 26 19 Cldy NewOrleans 50 33 Clr Stpetersburg 65 47  Cldy Waco 63 35 cir
Birmingham 55 % cldy beswoines 29 23 PCldy Jackson,Miss. 45 28 Cir NewYorkCity ~ 50 34  PCldy StThomas 84 77 Cldy Washington 48 32 cldy
Bismarck 40 21 CIr  Detroit 30 17 Cldy Jacksonville 62 31 PCldy Newark 51 34 PCIdy Salem, Ore. 45 28 Cldy W.Palm Beach 73 45 Cldy
Boise 37 25 Cir Duluth 122 9  Snow Juneau 41 36 Rain Norfolk, Va. 57 35 Cir SaltlakeCity 40 21 cir Wichita 49 29 cir
48 34 pCldy ElPaso 57 34 Clr  Kansas City 35 27 Cir North Platte 57 27 PCldy SanAngelo 60 31 Clr Wichita Falls 59 32 cir
Bridgeport 48 31 PCldy Elkins 30 17 Snow KeyWest 72 58 Rain OklahomaCity 54 34 Clr  San Antonio 64 37 Clr Wilkes-Barre 44 25 Cldy
Brownsville 65 42 Cir  Erie 33 21 Snow Knoxville 3% 20  Cldy Omaha 40 29  cldy SanDiego 82 47 clr Wilmington,Del. 49 32 Cldy
Buffalo 35 22 snow Eugene 43 28 Cldy LakeCharles 5 36 Cir Orlando 70 39 PCldy Sanfrancisco 69 45 Cir Yakima 49 25 PCldy
Burlington,Vt. 39 26 Cldy Evansville 29 19 Cldy Lansing 28 14  Cldy Paducah 32 21 Cldy Sanjose 7139 Clr Youngstown 32 16 Cldy
Caribou, Maine 34 28  PCldy Fairbanks 2 -4 snow LasVegas 67 43 Cir  Pendleton 9 28 Clr SantaFe a7 % clr
Casper 36 20 Clr Fargo 29 18 Snow Lexington 30 21 Snow Peoria 20 18  Cldy StSteMarie 15 12 Cldy  National temperature extremes
Charleston,S.C. 60 0 PCldy Flagstaﬂ 50 21 Clr  Lincoln 43 33 Cldy Philadelphia 50 34 Cldy Savannah 59 30 PCIdy Hi: Mon., 84, Harlingen, Texas,
Charleston, WNa. 34 22 Cldy 30 14 Cldy Little Rock 4 29 Cir Phoenix 75 44 Cir Seattle a9 35 Clr and Santa Ana, Calif.
Charonene ™ & 3 Gy Fortsmitn 6 28 Clr  Los Angeles 8 52 Cir Pittsburgh 3 19 cldy Shreveport 54 34 Clr Loz Mon., -5, Alamosa, Colo.
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Stripes.

SERVICE DIRECTORY:

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market

) N

Attorneys 178 | Transportation

VEHICLE

US & German Attarneys
SHIPPING SERVICES
Wills and Probate - Support Issues
FersonaliniA « International Shipping « Customs clearance
= Import & Export = All Risk Marine Insurance
< Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) = Auto Insurance (Germany only)
Issues 3 = Door to door pick-up/delivery service
2 9‘3‘ 2069-0
ssanickelonline For Further Information Please Contact
GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM usA
Phone:  +49-6134-2592730 +44-117 9381919 +1-972-602-1670
EUROPE'S PREMIER Toll-free:  0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 0800-7839351 (UK unly) +1-800-264-8167 (US only)
E-Mail: i logistics.d info@carshi infoatgal.us
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM WEE: Rhtay e "h T
COURT & CARPENTER For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations
4 Over 45 years defending
Dental 902 _ | Financial Services 904

Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany

munity in Germany
lo on Base Referral Needed

Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320
www.militarylawfirm.eu [ n L A Family Dentistry « Implant Surgery LOANS up to $1 0,000
é « American Hygienists « Certified Orthodontics
Dental 902 b ' « American Staff « Porcelain Bonding
«Wisdom Teeth Surgery « Nitrous Oxide for all Procedures

For Active Duty U.S. Military

istrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden-Erbenheim

Over 90% Non-Extraction Poststrasse 1, 66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
www.ramsteindental.com
-. » 06371-406230

Call Toll Free

Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

Wwww.yesomni.com

P2 ] :

Interglobal Shipping GmbH
Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada

Member Convenient Payment Plans Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings

American Association of Contact your Pro’s at the Docks todayll!

M TN VIPPING, AN

”e

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) “We love to say yes’
info@worldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de

erglobalshipping.de,

Orthodontists No Referral Necessary = 5
interglobalshipping.de

Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

. n, DDS, MS (Orthod)
Univ of Maryland, Former USAF
All Treatment Fees in US $

06371-918911

www.dillonortho.com

TET: (04213402650 Fax (0421) 3
To|I£7é2 0800700063 1/

Sell Your Stuff!

Take the fuss out of packing up for your
everything with Stripes next PCS—sell

p '//&/ (2 4y - . P . free classifieds!
Ort r\‘ dontic y . : . STARS%:&@STR'PES

Stripes.com posts regular updates from our overseas military bases in
Europe, Pacific and the Mideast—and covers the Pentagon and Capitol Hill.

| STARS¥,#STRIPES.
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Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz

Doonesbury Get Fuzzy Candorville Non Sequitur

Fort Knox

CARS.

CLEANDP IN JUST S0 YOU KNOW, JUST SO YoU KNOW, THERE'S
ASLE 2. THEY'RE NOT AISLES. A MORE. DESCRIPTIVE WORD
THEY'RE HALLS. N THAN "CLEANUP" THAT
- 2y "M NOT USING THIS
[/ CLOSE TO LUNCH -
g 0 -
1 B @ f —]
e 7
& T
4 v 5
T WANT TO BE MORE T WANT YOU TO BUILD WHICH
VISIONARY THAN ELON ME AN ELECTRIC ROCKET PLANET DEPENDS
MUSK. ALL HE DOES IS SHIP FULL OF ROBOTS SHOULD HOW LONG
BUILD SPACESHIPS AND THAT CAN COLONIZE WE DO THE POWER
ELECTRIC OTHER WORLDS. CORD TS.

\Es%, ( |

Dilbert.com _DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

D,

T CoMT

T B Wl Vet

N o' wieew ik, we. 19

THANKS FOR LETTING
MY SON AND ME STAY
MERE FOR A WHILE, CLYDE.
1% JUsT T00 COLP OUT
THERE TO MAKE IT HOME.

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

ROBERT, WITH

MY NEW INVENTION,
1 CAN CFER YoU
A WAY OUT oF

[t TORN ABOUT MARRYING
YOUR MOTHER, JOE.

LTOTALLY
UNPERSTANR
GENERAL.

ACROSS DOWN 27 Landlord’s due
1 Its HQ is the 1 Venetian magistrate 28 Unchanged
Pentagon 2 Quartz variety 29 Eueryone except
4 Nitwit 3 Ms. Moore you and |
8 Jeans maker 4 Bloat 30 Hindu royal
Strauss 5 Nov. preceder 31 Exceptional
N 12 Inseparable 6 Apiece 35 Greek consonants
§ 13 On the rocks 7 Dutch cheese 38 Risky
§ 14 Rainbow 8 Apt 40 Nintendo
; ig \é\/orkoul venue 9 Work unit , console
The MiESTRO o use 10 Compete 42 Obtain
JURY LELECTION 18 Be 11 Doctrine 45 Distant
20 Unruly bunch 17 Pirouette pivot 47 Piquancy
wILEAIx-EEPaivic el 21 Small veggies 19 Masseur's 48 Ms. Brockovich
T8 20 WARM Y THING 24 ;‘:F’omp and workplace 49 Libretto
IV HERE. (T PEOPLE PUT ircumstance” i i
ALMOST LIKE T DO R e composer 22 Census statistics 50 That girl
VEbrERs o TUEY WINDOWS 23 Denominations 51 Upper surface
4 16 FREE. _ 28 Unknown person 25 Long cut 52 Shad product
32 h i 26 largest of the 53 Galena, eg
33 “Eurekal seven 54 Disencumber
34 Car sticker
36 Sermon subject Answer to Previous Puzzle
37 Carte
39 Re summer theater DAY H|U[M
o oFFaNce, BUT. [F YoU MROTE 41 Keeping tabs on OfL|[E A|T|E
K YOUR LIF "
RS BT 1T A TeCos 43 Bigrig C|A|T T|A|D
HE WOULD ReJECT 1y AS BENG
UNREALISTICALLY SGUALID. 44 Vast expanse C|IH[S
46 “Carmen” AlRIM H-
composer DIE A B|lE|D
50 — -upon-Avon
55 Before ’G NiT A i |\|/|
i 56 Horse-shoe site 01C S|c
s 57 Met meledy -H LIKIIE
58 Half dozen Z|E|B o
IDION'T. I FEEL 59 Duel tool A|G|O W|O|R[K
Fur ey, o0 60 Cincinnati ¢ z|oJo E[R[1[E
SM/IﬁYDNEQ JUST incinnati team
SEEM IO Wiz BY 61 Stick with a kick A|S|K R|E|M[Y
1-15 CRYPTOQUIP
AEZYV BERIL SZHRX EI1IV
E'S MRXG LKKX CKKS, PTA AER
THE MOST EXCITING ANP
PASSIONATE WOMAN
THAT T'VE EVER MET. SRBKX ZV CIPTFKTV. Z FKMR

A ER

PRIHRXG

VBRHRXG.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN FORMER U.S.

PRESIDENT ARTHUR PRACTICED LAW,

PEOPLE REFER TO HIM AS A COURT CHESTER?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals O

DID
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FREE AD Guidelines: STARSWSTRIPESe

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise

+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to camera icon go to stripes.com

re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast to view the uploaded photo.

- - = =
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Reep Saxon/AP

Kevin Bieksa is denied a shot on goal by Los Angeles Kings goalie

Canucks
Jonathan Quick in the third period of Monday’s game in Los Angeles. The Kings won 1-0.

Roundup

Quick, Kings shut out Ganucks

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Nine days
after Dustin Brown injured Van-
couver’s Roberto Luongo in a
collision, the Los Angeles Kings
captain knew he wore a virtual
target throughout the rematch.
He even had to fight Ryan Kes-
ler, who will be his U.S. Olympic
teammate in four weeks.

Brown survived just fine, and
he figured out an even better way
to hurt the Canucks this time.

Jonathan Quick made 28 saves
in his 27th NHL shutout, Brown
scored early in the third period,
and the Kings beat Vancouver 1-
0 on Monday for their fourth win
over the Canucks this season.

Brown converted on a 3-on-1
rush just 24 seconds into the final
period of a fight-filled game for
the Kings, who earned just their
third win in 10 games. In a game
featuring 109 penalty minutes
and a handful of fights, Brown
landed the only blow that really
counted.

“It’s no different than any other
game,” Brown said. “They were
upset about what happened with
Luongo, but I've been in that situ-
ation before.”

Quick was unbeatable while
making his fifth consecutive start
since returning from a 24-game
injury absence. The U.S. Olympic
goalie posted his second shutout
of the season and his first since
Nov. 7, a week before he severely
strained his groin.

“It’s usually like that when
you play these guys,” Quick said.
“They’re a tough team, and we’ve
developed a bit of a rivalry over
the past few years after playing
them in the playoffs a few times.
That’s what you expect when they
come in here.”

Eddie Lack stopped 19 shots in
his fourth straight start for the
Canucks, who were shut out for
the first time all season during
their sixth loss in seven games.

with 2:38 left, lifting host Colum-
bus past Tampa Bay.

Nathan Horton scored his 200th
NHL goal, also on the power play,
and Ryan Johansen had a goal
for Columbus, which is 5-1 in the
new year. Sergei Bobrovsky had
26 saves.

Flames 2, Hurricanes O: Karri
Ramo made 22 saves in his first
NHL shutout, and Mikael Back-
lund and Sean Monahan provided
the offense in visiting Calgary’s
win over Carolina.

The Flames snapped a three-
game losing streak and handed
the Hurricanes their second
straight shutout defeat.

Jets 5, Coyotes 1: The Win-
nipeg Jets found the energy they
have lacked for weeks and made
new coach Paul Maurice a win-
ner in his debut behind the bench
by routing visiting Phoenix.

Olli Jokinen, Eric O’Dell, Blake
Wheeler, Michael Frolik and

Blue Jackets 3,
Mark Letestu redirected Jack
Johnson’s shot from the point

Devin scored for the
Jets (20-23-5), who held a 38-19
shots advantage.

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
GP OT Pts GF GA
Boston 5 1 0 129 98
Tampa Bay 6 1 8 134 112
Montreal 6 1 7 117 107
Detroit 6 16 1 0 118 127
Toronto 74 2 9 128 143
Ottawa 6 1 8 131 146
Florida 5 2] 1105 139
Buffalo 4 26 5 31 77121
FIREELI
Pittsburgh 1733 1. 2
Washington 52216 7 136 135
LY. Rangers 1724 2 118 124
Philadelphia 6 1 121129
Columbt 6 2 129 131
New Jersey 7 18 1 108 117
arolina 6 19 1 111 130
N.Y. Islanders 7 18 2 130 152
Western Co
Central

GP OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 8 10 70 175132

St. Louis 4 161
Colorado 5 1 132 115
Minnesota 8 1 118 119
Dallas 5 1 127 139
Nashville 7 21 7 109 141
Winnipeg 8 2023 5 133 146

c Division

Anaheim 8 35 5 161 119
San Jose 6 28 1. 2 148 116

Los Angeles 7 28 1 1 120
Vancouver 7 24 1 7 123 115
enix 15 21 1! 1 134 141
Calgary 6 16 2 8 103 144
Edmonton 8 15 2 5 126 169

te: Tuwo points for a win, one point
for overtime l0s
onday's games
calgary 2, Carolina 0
Columbus 3, Tampa Bay 2
Winnipeg 5, Phoenix 1
Los Ange\es 1, Vancouver 0
Tu Sdﬂ)’ 'S games
Toronto at Boston

Jose at Washington

Calgary at Nashville
tawa at Minnesota
Edmonton at Dallas
nesday's games
Buffalo at Toronto’
Washington at Plusburgh
Vancouver at Anaheim

Monday
Flames 2, Hurricanes 0
Ccalgary 01 1-2
carollna 0 0-0

econd Period—1, Calgary, Backlund 7
(Hodior Wideram 1538 (oY
Third Period—~2, Calgary, Monahan 13
(Byron, Galiardi), 9:36.
n Goal—Calgary 14-6-9—29.
carolina 5-12-6—23.
lay opportunit

0 | gary, Ramo 8-8-3 (23 shots-
235aves) Carohna Khudobin 6-2-0 (29-27).
A—15,276 (18,680). T—2:19.

Jets 5, Coyotes 1
Phoenix 10 0-1

Winnij 2
First Period—1, Phoenix, Ekman-Lars-
son 5 (Boedker, Doan), 12:16 (pp). 2, Win-
nipeg, Jokinen Byfugllen) 12:52. 3,
wmnlpeg 0’Dell 2,
erlnd—A Winnipeg, Wheeler

17 (Schelfele)
eriod—5, Winnipeg, Frolik 10
(Pardy, Little), 4:18. 6, Winnipeg, Setogu-
chi 8 (Byfuglien, Enstrom), 9:34 (pp).
Shots on — 2
Winnipeg 12-13-13--38.

Power-| play opportuni
nnipeg 1 of 8.
alies—Phoenix, Smith 15-12-8 (38
$hots.33 saves). Winnipeg, Pavelec 12-

1

8).
A—15,004 (15,004). T—2:29.

s—Calgary 1

s—Phoenix 1

Blue Jackets 3, Lightning 2

Tampa Bay
Columbus
Second Period—1, Columbus, Johan-

pp). 3,
pa Bay, Hedman 9 (TJohnson. St Louls).

4.
Third Period—4, Columbus, Horton 2
(1Johnson, Anisimov), 3:09 (pp). 5, Co-
Jumbus, Letestu 5 C-johnson, Wisniews-
ki), 17:22 (pp).

shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 9-12-728.
Columbus 10-7-11—28.

ortunities—Tampa

f
ampa Bay, Lindback 5-10-
1 G shots-2b 'saves). Columbus, Bo-
brovsky 13-11-2 (28-26).
A—14,070 (18,144). T—

Kings 1, Canucks 0
Vancouver n D 0-0
Los Angeles 1-1

Third Period—1, Los Angeles‘ Brown
10 (Kopitar, Carter), :24.
hots on Go: incouver 8-9-11—28.

Los Angeles 7-5-8—20.
Power-pl ayorlpartun jes—Vancouver

qu Los Angele: s 0 of
ncouver, Lack 8-4-3 (20
saves) Los Angeles, Quick 13-

o
ez,
A=18,118 (18,118). T—-2:27.
Leaders
Scoring
Through Jan, 13
GP G APTS
sidney Crosby, Pit 47 25 42 67
Patrick Kane, Chi 48 23 33
John Tavares, NYI 46 21 35
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 44 23 30
Joe Thornton, SJ 46 5 25
Corey Perry, Anh 48 25 24
Patrick Sharp, Chi 48 25 24
Chris Kunitz, Pit 22 25
Nicklas Backstrom, Was 45 11 37
Jonathan Toews, Chi 48 17 30
Alex Ovechkin, Was 4332 14
Evgen Malkin Pit 36 12 34
Kyle Okposo, NYI 26 19 26
Duncan Keith, Chi 48 341 44
Goaltending
GP SV GA GA
Josh Harding, Min 29 690 46 1.65
i , T8 32 882 57 1.86
Brian Elliott, Stl 20 454 34 186
Cory Schneider, NJ 557 44 196
Ben Scrivens, 19 464 32 197
Tuukka Rask, Bos 361018 71 2.06
Jonathan Quick, LA 21 509 44 2.12
Eddie LacK, Vai 262 35 212
Carey Price, Mtl 36 1085 78 2.19

KarL DeBLaker/AP

Carolina’s Jeff Skinner, right,
charges into Calgary goalie Karri
Ramo while battling the Flames’
Ladislav Smid in the second
period of the Flames’ 2-0 victory
on Monday in Raleigh, N.C.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Pro football

NFL playoffs

Y,

Indianapolis 45, Kansas City 44

New Orleans 26, Philadelphia 24
Sunday, Jan.

san Diego 27, Cincinnati 10

San Francisco 23, Green B

Satur
Seattle 23, New Or|
New England 43, Indlanpolls 22
unday, Jan.
San Francisco 23, Yratine 10
Denver 24, San
Conference Cl ampionshivs
nday, Jan.
New England at Denver
San Francisco at Seattle

Sunday, Jan. 26
At Honolulu

wi

At r_a t nut‘eﬂord NJ.
AFC champion vs. NFC champion

2014 Draft early entries
Davante Adams, WR, Fresno State
George Atkmson 1, RB, l‘éofre Dame
Norlh Carolina

Bibes Bories o,

hris Boyd, WR Vanderbilt
Carl Bradford, DE-LB, Arizona State
Teddy BHagewater. 0B, Louisvilie

=
5
T
5
2
3
3
3
o
X
1%
x_>_

Jadeveon Clowney, DE, SOuth Carolma
Brandon Coleman, WR, Rutge!

Bruce Ellington, WR, South Carolina
Mike Evans, WR, Texas A&M

Khairi Fortt, LB, Callfornia

Jeremy Hill, RB, LSU

Adrian Hubbard, LB, Alabama
Kameron Jackson: G, caiifornia
Timmy Jernigan, DT, Flcnda State

Marcus Martin, C,
Tre Mason, RB, Aubum
Terrance Mitchell, CB, Oregon
Viliami Moala, DT California
Donte Moncrief, WR, Mississippi
Jake Murphy, TE, Utah

Loucheiz Purifoy, CB, Florida
Darrin Reaves, Ri

Antonio Richardson, OT, Tennessee
Paul Richardson, WR CD|

Marcus Roberson, CB, Floriga

Greg Robinson, OT, Auburn

Richard Rodgefs, T&. California
Bishop Sankey, R, Washington

Cache Seastrunk, RB, Baylo

Austin Seferian-Jenkine. TE, Washing-

on
Ryan Shazier, LB, Ohio State
Bratt Smith, QB, Wyoming
Willie Snead, WR, Ball State
De’Anthony Thomas, RB, Oregon
Stephon Tuitt, DE, Notre Dame
George Uko, BL, Southern ¢
Pierre Warren DB J’:leSOHVI”E State
Sammy Watkins, WR, Clem:
Bavid Yankey, G, stariford

At the
phis, Tenn. ivan R
5, lightweights.

At Bell Centre, Wibhireal, Jean pascal
ucian Bute, 12, light heavyweights;
Eieider Anares 'vs, Thomas Qosthuizen,
12, light heavyweights; Mike Perez vs.
Carlos Takam, 10, heavyweights.

Jan. 17
Cook Convention Center, Mem-

Redkach vs. Tony Luis,

At Resorts International, Atlantic City,
N.J,, Curtis Stevens vs. Patrick Majewski,
10. ‘middleweights; Thabiso Mchunu vs.

College basketball

AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes records
through Jan. 12, total points based on
25 points for a first-place vote through
one point for a 25¢h-place vote and last
weeK’s ranking

Record Pts Prv
Arizona (61) 1821 1
X -0 1560 2
-0 1482 4
-1 1442 5
0 1300 6
- Villanova -1 1289 8
Florida, -2 1205 10
41 1048 9
: Siianoma st. 42 1046 11
0.'San Diego St. -1 1020 13
1. Ohio st. -2 9719 3
2. Baylor 2 %2 7
3. Kentucky -3 912 14
2. lowa 3 83l 2
5. Kansas 4 686 18
6. UMass -1 579 19
7. Memphis 3 536 24
8. Louisville 3 55 12
9. Cincinnati 2 405~
0. Creighton -2 329
1. Colorado 3 328 15
2. pittsburgh -1 299 —
3. Duke 4 193 16
4. Saint Louis -2 148 —
s Cklahoma 3103 —
5. U 3 103
eiving votes: Missouri

h rec s:
42, Oregon 38, Uconn 35 Kansas S 26
Gonzaga 17, an 11, California 10,
Virginia 6, Touisiana Tech 5 Harvard 3,
illinois 3, New Mexico 3, Xavier 3, George
Washington 2.

Monday’s men’s scores

EAST
Coll. of Charleston 58, Northeastern
Lovola (Md 77, Lafayette 63

NJIT 99, CCN
Syracuse 60, Boston College 59
Texas 80, West Virginia 69

Alabama A&M 68, MVSU
Alabama St. 77, Ark.- Plne Eluff 64
Alcorn St. 54.Grambh
COEDI" St. C
Duke 69, Virgi
Elizabeth cny st 72 Winston-Salem

68

Fayetteville st.70, Bowie St. 66
Fisk 96, Voorhees 8
Florida A&M 76, NC A&T 66
Louisiana-Lafayette 81, Texas St. 58
NC Central 64, Bethune-Cookman 49
Norfolk St. 58, Delaware St. 56
Savannah St. 26, How:

A ) 55
irginia Union 75, St. Augqustine’s 71
xawer( 0) 65, SDrmng il 5

Kansas 77, Iowa
Youngstown St 67 * Cfeveland st. 66

R WEST
N. Arizona 70, A Uta 36

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated

Press’ n's college basketball poll,

with first-place votes in parentheses,

records through Jan. 12, total points

based on 25 points for a first-place vote

through one point for a 25th-place vote
and last week’s ranking:

Pts Prv
. uConn (36) 7-0 900
- Notre Dame 5-0 841
61 828
: Sthtord 51 811
. Louisville 61 736
. Maryland 41 723
- Baylor 41 6%
. South Carolina 61 647 1
. North Carolina 4-3 571 1
Kentucky 43 540
klahoma St. 41 539 1
ennessee 33 522
lowa st 21 253 1
3 408 1
cauforma 23 330 I
14 302 1
: Floridast. 42 301 1
Nebraska -3 246 1
Arizona St. 42 230 2
tate 5-2 183 2
Colorado 14 179 1
Purdue 14 172 2
. Rutgers 32 101 —
. Vanderbilt % -
-Jexas ALM 95 —
hers receiving vote: ina

Virg
) A 6T, Goazhgh 30, Michigen S
Uhddle Fennoseoq 13, Syracuee o,
Horlda 9, OKIahoma s, lowa B, M\chlgan
1, Saint Joseph's 1, San Diego

Australian Open

Tuesday
At Melbourne Park
Melhour;!‘e, Australia

irst Round
Yen-hsun Lu, Taiwan, def. Jimmy Wang,
Taiwan, 6-3, 6-2, 6-1.
Michal Przysiezny, Poland, def. Horacio
Zeba\los. Argentlna‘ 6-3,7-6 (4),
e Robert, France, dei Aliaz Be-
dene‘ Slovenia, 7-6 (3), 6 3e
ictor Hanescu, Rom: > det. peter
Gojowczyk, GermanyJ 6 (5)‘7 6(5) &3
Milos Raonic (1), Canada, def |
Glmeno Traver, Spain, 7-6 (2), 6-
Klizan, Slovakia, def. o \sner
(13) Uhied States, 62, 7-6 (6), 0-0 (30-0),
rellre
Grigor Dimitrov (22), Bulgaria, def.
Bradley Klahn, United States, 6-7 (7), 6-4,

G4 573

n Lajovic, Serbia, def.

Poullle France,6-4, 76 (9 4-6,

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (w), France, def.
Filippo Volandri, Italy, 7-5, 6°

Kei Nishikori (16), Japar\, de( Marlnko
Matosevic, Australia, 6-3, 5-7, 6-2, 4-6,

Roger Federer (6), Switzeriand, def
James Duckworth, Australia, 6-4, 6-4, 6-2.

Blaz Rola, S\ovenla, def Federlco Del-

Lucas

mi al Rugsia, def, Ser-
giy Staknovsky, Ukraine, 6-7-(35, 6.4, 6.5

Blaz Kavcic, Slovenia, def. Radek Ste-
panek, Czech Republic, 67 (3), 4-6, 6-1,
2-0, retire

Thomaz “Bellucci, Brazil, def. Julian Re-
ister, Germany, 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (5).

Benoit Paire (27), France, def. Frank
Dancevic, Canada, 7-6 (12), 6-3, 6-4.
ichael Berrer, Germany, def. Michael
Liodra, France, 64, 75,6
oberto Bautista Agut, Spain, def. Tim
smyczek, United States, 6-2, 6-1, 6-1.

Fernafdo Verdasco (31}, Spain, def.
Zhang ze, chma. A 3.6

Andre: i (24), Ilaly, def Lieyton
Hewitt, St P8 76 (4), 63, 5:7, 5

yrgios, Australia, et Ben]amm
Becker, Germany, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-2, 7-6 (2).
Donald Young, United States, def. Rob-
in Haase, Netherlands, 67 (4), 7-6 (2), 6-2,
1-0, retire:

Feliciano Lopez (26), Spain, def. Som-
dey Devvarman, India, 6-4, 6-4,7-6 (2).

Vincent Miliot, France, def. Wayne
0desnik, United States, 75, 46, 67 @,

Andy Murray (4), Britain, def. Go Soeda,
Japan, 6-1, -

n del Potro (5), Argentina,
def Rhynewnhams United States, 6-7 (1),

a, 10, cr
At Fantasy SDrlngs caslno, Indlo, Calif.
, Cornelius Bundra ernandez,
, IBF junior m\ddlewel bt ehmmator,
el Angel Huerta,
16, junior welterweights.
At Little Creek Casing Resort, Shelton,
Wash. , Javier Molina vs. Kendall Holt, 10,
welterweig ico Ramos vs. Jonatha
Arrellano, 10. featherweights.

Australia, def, I
suslmg‘ Netherlands‘ 7%, 0:6, 746 (3,

®jack Sock, United States, def, Tobias
Kamke, Germany, 7-6 (5), 5-7, 6-2, 6-4.
Gael Monfils (25, France, def Ryan
Harrison, United States, 6-4, 6-4, 6-
ines: simon. (18), France, def. Daniel
Brands, Germany, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 16-
14

n Cilic, Croatia, def. Marcel Granol-
Iers Spam 4-6,4-6, 63, 6-3, 6-2.

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Bernard
Tomic, Australia, 6 4, retired.

nd

Alize Cornet (25), France, def. Polona
Hercog, Slovenia, 1-, retire

Simona Halep (11), Romama, def.
Katarzyna Piter, Poland, 6-0, 6-1.

Caroline Wozniacki (10), Denmark def.
Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spain,

Carla Suarez Navarro (16), SDam “def.
Vania King, United States, 6-3, 6-2.

Victoria Azarenka (2), Be\arus‘ def Jo-
hanna Larsson, Sweden, 7-6 (2),

Christina McHale, United states, def.
Chan Yung-jan, Taiwan, 7-6, 7-5, 6-4.

Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Re-
public, def. Hsieh Su-wel, Taiwan, 6-1, 45,

61,

Galina Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan, def.
Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, 7-5, 4-6, 7-
5.

Dominika Cibulkova (20), Slovakia, def.
Francesca Schiavone, Italy,
mila. Giorgi, Italy, def. Storm Sand-
ers. Australia, 4.,
Jelena Jankovic (B) Serbla def. Misaki
Do, Japan, 6-1,
Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Katerina
Slnlakova Czech Republic, 6-2,
tefanie Voegele, Swltzerland def.
Knstma Miadenovic, France, 7-
Minella, Luxembourg, def Ca-
rina Witthoeft, GeFmany, &-
Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def.
Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (29), Russla,
def, Teliana Pereura, Brazil, 7-

Kurumi Nara, Japan, def. Peng Shuai,
China, 7-5, 4-6,
Agnies

eszka Radwanska (5), Poland, def.
Vuha Putlntseva Kazakhstan, 6-0, 5-7, 6-2.
ine Muguruza, Spain, def. Kaia
Kanepi (29), Estonia, 6:2, 2.6, 6-
Olga Govortsova, Belarus, def. Duan
Ying-Ying, China, 6-0, 7-6 (6).
Magdalena Rybarikova (32), Slovakia,
def. Andrea Petkovic, Germany, 6-2, 6-3
Ayumi Morita, Japan, def. Nadiya Kiche-
nok, Ukraine, 6-2, 7-6 (5).
Anna Schmiedlova, Slovakia, def. Timea.
Babos, Hungary, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5.
arina_Erakovic, New Zealand, def.
Sorana Cirstea (21), Romania, 6-4, 7-6 (6).
Sloane Stephens (13), United States,
def Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, 7-6

A]Ia Tomijanovic, Croatia, def. Tadeja
Slovenia, 36, 7-6 (1), 6
“Sivia Rogowska, Australia, def. Mari-
ana Duque-Marino, Colombia, 6-3, 6-3.
Karin Knapp, Italy, def. Paula’ Ormae-
chea, Argentina, 6-4, 6-2.
Elina Svitolina, Ukrame. def. Svetlana
Kuznetsova (19), Russia, 6-3,
Bojana Jovanovski_ (33), sErma, det.
Jana Cepelova, Slovakia, 6-7 (1), 6-1,
onne _ Meusburger, - Austria, O et
Chanelle Scheepers, S. Africa, 7:6 9, 6.4
aria ~Sharapova  (3), Russia, def.
Bethanie Mattek-sands, United States,

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST
Amherst 77, Farmingdale 50
Baruch 58, Richard Stockton 57
Bryant 88, St. Francis (Pa.) 86
CCNY 60, NYU-Poly 51
lona 73, Marist 71
LIU Brooklyn 60, CCSU 51
Monmouth (NJ) 64, Siena 49
Mount St. Mary’s 85, St. Francis (NY)
79, 20T
Robert Morris 66, Fairleigh Dickinson
1

Utica 79, Cobleskill 60

Wagner 79, Sacred Heart 70

Westminster (Pa.) 56, Thiel 47
UTH

Alabama St. 70, Ark.-Pine Bluff 61
Austin Peay 83, Morehead St. 75
Belmont 67, Murray St. 57
Bethune-Cookman 67, NC Central 52
Chattanooga 73, Appalachian St. 68,

or
Coppin St. 62, SC State 49
Davidson 78, UNC-Greensboro 59
Elon 68, Georgia Southern 49
Erskine 93, Allen 60
Fisk 65, Voorhees 51
Florida A&M 55, NC A&T 51
Grambling St. 77, Alcorn St. 72
Jacksonville St. 71, SIU-Edwardsville

68
Livingstone 75, Chowan 61
MVSU 83, Alabama A&M 77, OT
Norfolk St. 57, Delaware St. 48
Savannah St. 65, Howard 49
Southern U. 69, Jackson St. 59
St. Augustine’s 77, Virginia Union 71
Tennessee Tech 64, E. Illinois 54
UT-Martin 100, SE Missouri 71
W. Carolina 54, Samford 50
Winthrop 77, Coastal Carolina 53

EST

St. Mary (Neb.) 80, Grace (Neb.) 40
SOUTHWEST

UConn 66, Baylor 55

FAR WEST

N. Arizona 82, S. Utah 77
Oregon St. 84, Oregon 70

FedEx Cup leaders
Through Jan. 12

Rank Player oints  YTD Money
1. Jimmy Walker 1,233 2,417,833
2. Chris Kirk 93. $1,777,358
3. Harris English 860  $1,785,617
4. Webb Simpson 748 $1,633,417
5. Ryan Moore 714 $1,690,350
6. Zach Johnson 647 $1,368,
7. Dustin Johnson 639 $1,598,750
8. Brian Sluard 464 47,800
9. Jason Bohi 419 $859,000
10 Char\es HDWeII 411 $807,074

1. Gary W 58 $886,000
12! Jordan Spieth 355 $755,000
13. Chris Stroud 355 $772,818
14. Scott Brown 351 $648,093
15. Vijay Singh 346 $593,400

2104 Ryder Cup points

At Gleneagles Hotel

Gleneagles, Scotland
Through Jan. 1.
United States

1. Jimmy Walker 2,417.8;
2. Phil Mickelson 2,353.9
3. Jason Dufner 2,261.2
4. Dustin Johnson 2,012.4:
5. Harris English 1,89..
ach Johnson 1,865.¢
7. Chris Kirk 1,793.
8. Ryan Moore 1778,
Webb Simpson 1,758
10. Matt Kuchar 951..
11. Brian Stuard 947
12.Jim Furyk 921.04
13. Gary woodland 900.60
14. Jason Bol 859.00
15 Charies Howell " 807.07
rop

nean Points
1. Victor Dubulsson 1595151.96

2. Thomas Bjorn 1589720
3.1an Poulter 1541652..
4. Jamie Donaldson 1443759
5. Henrik Stenson 1440939
6.G.Fernandez-Castano 1134264
7. Joost Luiten 1048625
Pancesco Molinari 786403
. David Howell 783283
10. Justin Rose 765772
World Points
1. Henrik Stenson 240.6
2. Thomas Bjorn 1235
3. Sergio Garcia 1112
4. lan Poulter 108.4:
5. Victor Dubuisson 101.4¢
6 Jamie Donaldson 85.6:
7. Justin 78384
& Gonzalo Fernandez-Castano 7272
9. Rory Mcllroy 70.84
10. Luke Donald 69.15

World rankings

Through Jan, 12

1. Ti e | woods 11.26
2.A A 9.19
3 Henrik Stenson SWE 8.96
4. Justin Ros: ENG 6.90
5 Pl Mickerson USA 6.80

Monday’s transactlons
BAS
erical nl.ea jue
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with OF Dayan Viciedo on a one-
year contract.
‘OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Named Steve
Connelly pitching coach for Vermont

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Named Gary
Allenson manager and Randy St. Cla\re
pitching coach for Buffalo (IL); Jeff
pitching coach for Vancouver (NWL);
Willie cmlazu pitching coach for GCL
Blue

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms
with RHP Lay Batista, RHP Yunesky

Maya, LHP Atahualpa Severino, C Matt
Kennelly, C Steven Lerud, INF Mat Gamel
and INF Mark Hamilton on minor league
contracts.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Named Car-
los Subero manager, Sandy Guerrero hit-
ting coordinator and Nate Dine strength
and conditioning specialist for Huntsville
(SL Dave Chavarria pitching coach and
Reggie Williams coach for Brevard Coun-
ty (FSL); Elvin Nina pitching coach and
Chuckie'Caufield and Kenny Dominguez
coaches and Mike Hoffman strength and
conditioning specialist for ~Wisconsin
(MWL); Rolando Valles pitching coach
and Jason Dubois coach, Luke Greene
athletic trainer and Tim Gifford strength
and conditioning coordinator for Helena
(Pioneer); Al LeBoeuf coach of the Ari-
Zona League Brewers and Jeremy Reed
minor league hitting coordinat

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Agreed to
terms with INF Ronny Cedeno on a minor
league contra

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Named Tom
Prince manager of Bradenton (FSL), Brian
Esposito manager of Jamestown (NYP),
Edgar Varela Bristol (Appalachian), Dave
Turgeon assistant minor league field co-
ordinator, Frank Kremblas special assis-
tant to player development, Larry Sutton
minor league hitting coordinator, Carlo
Alvarez sport performance coordinator,
Hector Morales assistant coordinator of
mental conditioning.

BASKE

ETBALL
National Basketball Association
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES — Re-
called F Shabazz Muhammad from lowa
(NBADL).

OTBA!
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS — Fired linebackers
coach Chuck Driesbach.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed LB Frank
Beltre, C Jarrod Shaw and CB Neiko Thor-
pe to reserve/future contracts.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Named Ken
Whisenhunt coach.

n Football League
MONTREAL ALOUETTES = Signed S
Daryl Townsend and bB Michael Carter
to three-year contracts.

K

National Hockey Le:
ANAHEIM DUCKS—. Asslgned D Nolan
chkman to Norfolk (AHL).
TROIT INGS — Reassigned
D A\exey Marchenko to Grand Rapids
(Al

OTTAWA SENATORS — Agreed to
terms with general manager Bryan Mur-

of hockey operations. Promoted Pierre
Dorion and Randy Lee to assistant gen-
eral managers.

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reassigned
6 Gedrick Desfardins to Syracuse (AHL,

NTO EAFS — Recalled F

Petor Hallhnd rom Toronte (ALY, Sent F
Jerry D’Amigo to Toronto (AHL).

Maijor League Soccer
COLUMBUS CREW — Acquired the
rights to D Michael Parkhurst from New
England for a 2014 SuperDraft first-round
pick and allocation money.
LA GALAXY — Signed F Rob Friend.
TORONTD FC — Signed MF Michael

nal Women's Soccer League |
WASHINGTON SPIRIT < Acquired F
Danesh Adam from Houston bach for
F Stephanie Ochs.

LLE
— Romonced RB Ka'Deem
carey w||| enter the NFL Draf
RIZONA STATE — Announced DE-LB
Car\ Bradford will enter the NFL Draft.
ETSU — Named Scott Carter senior as-
sociate athletic director/chief operating

officer.
I0WA STATE — Signed offensive co-
ordinator Mark Mangino to a two-year
contract.
JACKSON STATE —
sackson football coach,
ISVILLE — Named Garrick McGee
offnsive GaordinBtor and uaricrbacks
coach.

Named Harold

U — RB Jeremy Hill announced he
will enter the NFL Dra
RQUETTE — Announced men’s
freshman basketball C Luke Fischer
transferred from Indiana.

MEMPHIS — Announced RB Brandon
Hayes was been granted a sixth year of
ellglblllty by the NCAA.

NOTRE DAM Named Brian Van-
Gcrder defensive coordinator.

SOUTHERN CAL — Announced the res-
|gnat\on o7 detensive Ime conch, 80 Davie
o take a similar position at Alabama,

ANFORD — Announced G David Yan-
key will enter the NFL Dra

VIRGINIA — Named Jerome Oliver de-
fensive line coach
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York. Anthony scored four points in OT while New York held Phoenix without a fiel

Roundup

Frank FrRankuin I/AP

The Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony is defended by the Suns’ PJ. Tucker during overtime on Monday in New

Id goal.

Knicks win fifth straight

Anthony leads New York in OT after Suns rallied to take late lead

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Another win
for the New York Knicks, in an-
other game they might’ve lost last
month.

Carmelo Anthony had 29 points
and 16 rebounds, and the Knicks
held the Phoenix Suns without a
field goal in overtime to win 98-
96 on Monday night for their fifth
straight victory.

Anthony scored four of the
Knicks’ six points in the extra ses-
sion, and New York allowed only
four free throws while forcing the
Suns to miss all seven shots. The
Knicks pulled it out after their 14-
point lead turned into a five-point
deficit late in regulation.

“I think now as a team, I think
mentally we're a different type
of team,” Anthony said. “I think
now we're starting to believe that
when we do get down, we still
have a chance to win the basket-
ball game.”

Raymond Felton added 19
points for the Knicks (15-22), who
climbed into a tie with Brooklyn
for eighth place in the Eastern
Conference.

Goran Dragic had 28 points and
eight rebounds for the Suns, who
dropped their third straight.

But the Suns endured dread-
ful games from starters Gerald
Green (2-for-16) and Channing
Frye (3-for-12), ending their road
trip with a 1-4 record.

“For the fifth game in seven
nights against a team that’s play-
ing well, I thought they gave a
heck of an effort,” Phoenix coach
Jeff Hornacek said. “We didn’t
make shots. Don’t know if it’s be-
cause it’s the end of the trip.”

Playing their fourth straight
game without Tyson Chandler
because of bronchitis, the Knicks
beat a Western Conference team
at home for the first time in

seven chances and improved to
7-12 overall at Madison Square
Garden.

Spurs 101, Pelicans 95: Tony
Parker capped a 27-point outing
with several clutch layups in the
final minutes, and visiting San
Antonio beat reeling New Orleans
for its fifth consecutive win.

Tim Duncan scored 18 points
before fouling out with 6:02 to go
in what turned out to be a sur-
prisingly tense game between
the Western Conference-leading
Spurs and a hobbled Pelicans
squad that has lost six straight
since an injury to leading scorer
Ryan Anderson.

Anthony Davis had 22 points
and 11 rebounds, and gave New
Orleans its last lead at 87-86 with
7:08 to play. Brian Roberts, start-
ing at point guard for the injured
Jrue Holiday, scored 19.

Wizards 102, Bulls 88: John
Wall and Nene had 19 points
apiece, Trevor Ariza scored 16
and Washington ended host Chi-
cago’s five-game win streak.

The Wizards led by 13 early
in the fourth quarter and hung
on after the Bulls made one last
push.

Nene scored eight points in the
final period and Bradley Beal
came on strong down the stretch
to finish with 13. He hit a jumper
and three-pointer during a nine-
point run that bumped Washing-
ton’s lead to 96-82 with about 3
minutes left.

Rockets 104, Celtics 92:
Dwight Howard had 32 points
and 10 rebounds, and visiting
Houston sent Boston crashing to
its ninth consecutive defeat.

Jeremy Lin added 16 points
and nine assists for the Rockets.
James Harden scored 16 and
Chandler Parsons added 14 after
missing three games with a knee

injury.

Avery Bradley had 24 points for
the Celtics, on their longest los-
ing streak since dropping a fran-
chise-record 18 straight games in
2007.

Raptors 116, Bucks 94: Kyle
Lowry scored 23 points, Jonas
Valanciunas had 17 points and 10
rebounds, and host Toronto hand-
ed struggling Milwaukee its sixth
straight loss.

DeMar DeRozan added 19
points and Patrick Patterson 18
as Toronto won for the eighth
time in nine games.

The victory gave Toronto a
five-game home winning streak.
At 19-17, the Atlantic Division
leaders are two games above .500
for the first time since March 9,
2010, when they were 32-30.

Mavericks 107, Magic 88:
Monta Ellis scored 21 points,
Dirk Nowitzki added 15 and host
Dallas extended Orlando’s lon-
gest losing streak of the season to
eight games.

The Mavericks won their third
straight against sub-.500 teams
since a blowout loss at San An-
tonio. Dallas now heads into a
three-game stretch against West-
ern Conference playoff contend-
ers starting Wednesday at the
Los Angeles Clippers.

Jameer Nelson scored 21 and
Glen Davis added 19 points and
eight rebounds for the Magic, who
got swept on a swing through five
Western Conference cities and
lost by an average of 20 points.

18, Nuggets 103: Alec
Burks scored a career-high 34
points and host Utah ended Den-
ver’s five-game winning streak.

Derrick Favors added 19 points
and 15 rebounds while Trey
Burke had 18 points for the Jazz,
who won for the fifth time in their
last six home games.

Eastern 102, Bulls 88
Atlantic Division WASHINGTON — Ariza 5-10 3-4 16,
Pct GB Nene 9-14 1-6 19, Gortat 3-6 1-2 7, Wall 6-
Toronto 17 528 - 14 7-8 19, Beal 0-0 13, Booker 3-6 0-1
New York 22 405 4% 6, Webster 5-9 0-0 12, Temple 2-4 5-7 10.
Brooklyn 22 405 4% Totals 39-75 17-28 102.
Boston 26 333 1% 0 — Dunleavy 3-9 1-2 10, Booz-
Philadelphia 2 25 324 Th er9-15 1-2 19, Noah 2-5 4-6 8, Hinrich 3-10
Southeast Division 2-2 8, Butler 5-10 0-2 12, Gibson 4-7 0-0 8,
Miami 730 - Snell 5-9 0-1 12, Augustan 112-2 7, Mar-
Atlanta 526 7% tin1-31-2 4 Mohammed 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
Washington 472 9% 34-79 11-19 88.
Charlotte 395 12% washmglon 26 30 22 24-102
Orlando 263 17% Chicago 25 20— 88
Central Di Three-point Goals—Washington 7-18
Indiana 06 — (Ariza 3-6, Webster 2-4, Temple 1-2, Beal
Chicago 472 12 1-3, Wall 0-3), Chicago 9-21 (Dunleavy 3-5,
Detroit 421 1 nell 2-4, Butler 2-4, Martin 1-3, Augustin
Cleveland 351 16%  1.5). Foul d0ut7None Reb ounds—washr
Milwaukee 189 22%

Southwest Di
6B
San Antonio -
Houston A
Dallas T
Memphis 12
New Orleans 1an
Northwest Di
Oklahoma city -
Vinnesota 10
h 16
Pacific Divi
L.A. Clippers -
Golden State 1
hoenix 4
LA. Lakers 1
Sacramento 1

Sunday’s games
Sacramento 124, Cloveland 80

Memphis 108, Atlanta 101
San Antonio 104, Minnesota 86

Toronto 116, Milwaukee 94
Houston 104, Boston 92
New York 98, Phoenix 96, OT
Washington 102, Chicago 88
San Antonio 101, New Orleans 95
Dallas 107, Orlando 88
tah 118, Denver 103
lesday’s games
Sacramento at Indiana
New York at Charlotte
Oklahoma City at MemDhls
Cleveland at LA, Laker.
dnesday's games
Chicago at Orlando
Charlotte at Philadelphia
Miami at Washing
Yorontoat bogton
Sacramento at Minnesota

Dallas at L.A. Clippers

Monday
Raptors 116, Bucks 94
MILWAUKEE — Middleton 1-8 0-0 2,
llyasova 11-16 4-4 29, Sanders 2-8 2-4 6,
nght 4-11 6-6 16, Antetokounmpo 5-10

d
2731 25, Wolters 0-0 0- 30, Totae 3545

8, Johnson 3-
-10 17, Lowry
19, Patterson
1

0-0 2, Vasquez 3-5 0-0 8, Fiel
Novak 1-1 0-0°3, Daye 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 40
79 24-30 116.
Milwaukee 24 2 23 21-9
Toronto 38 20 30 28-116
Three-point _Goals—Milwaukee 9-19
(llyasova 3-3, Ridnour 2-3, Knight 2-4, Butler
13 Maya 1-3, Antetokounmpo 0 Mldd\
0m 0:3), Toronto 12-23 (Lowry 4. ez
B Salmone 3.9, Roes 23, Novak 1.3, Pat
terson 1-2, johnson 0-1, DeRozan 0-3).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Milwaukee
47 (llyasova 9), Toronto 53 (Valanciunas
10).” Assists—Milwaukee 23 (Ridnour 7),
Toronto 26 (DeRozan 7). Total Fouls—Mil-
waukee 21, Toronto 23. Technicals—Ante-
tokounmpo, Henson. A—15,819 (19,800).

Knicks 98, Suns 96 (OT)

0, 1.Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Christmas 0-0 0-0

Totals 33-93 23-28 96.
YORK — Anthony 9-24 89 29,

Mamn 4-9 0-0 8, Bargnani 3-8 4-4 10, Fel-
ton 8-16 1-2 19, shumpert 2-51-2 6, Stou-
demire 2-5 5-6 9, Hardaway Jr. 1-1 2-2 5,
J.Smith 5-11 0-2 10, Murry 1-2 00 2. Totals
35-81 21-27 98.

Phoenix 21 2 25 24 4-9%
New York 28 24 23 17 6-98
Three-point  Goals—Phoenix  7-30

(Dragic 4-8, Frye 2-7, Marc.Morris 1-
4, Tucker 0°1, Barbosa 0-3

New York 7-20 (Anthony 3-6, Fel
Hardaway Jr. 1-1, Shumpert 14, J.Smith
0-1, Bargnani uled Out—None. Re-
Dounds  Bhocr 56 (piumice 110, New
York 61 (Anthony 16). Assists—Phoenix
14 (bragic &), New York 11 (Anthony 4.
Total Fouls—Phoenix 25, New York
Technicals—Mark.Morris 2, Martin. E]ectr
ed—Mark.Morris. A—19,812 (19,763).

7), Chi-
g . Total
ington 17, Chicago 21. A~ 21,287 (20, ol

Rockets 104, Celtics 92

ISTON — Parsons 5-13 2-2 14, Jones

6 11 o 2 12, Howard 11-17 10- 1532 Lln 5-7

5-6 16, Harden 6-18 2-2 16, Bre\ -0 0-

00, Casspi 4-9 1-2 12, ABrooks 0.2 2.2 2,
Garcia 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 37-79 22-34 104.

BOSTON — Green 2-10 0-0 4, Suilinger

3-11 2-2 8, Humphries 2-7 0-0 4, Bradley

amouuoD,MBrookslAuoz
Totals 38-101 13-14 9:
33 32 20-104

Boston 21 16 22 21-92
Three-point _ Goals—Houston _8-19

tal Fouls—Houston 16, Boston 26. Techni-
cals—Houston defensive three second.
A—17,750 (18,624).

Spurs 101, Pelicans 95
SAN ANTONIO — Leonard 4-6 4-4 13,

Duncan 7-144-7 18, Ayres 1-11-2 3, Parker
9-15 9-10 27, Gine 4-9 6-6 14, Belinelli
5-110-0 12, DlawDOﬂDO Joseph 3-6 0-0
7, Bayn nes 0- 12-2 2, Mills 0-1 0-0 0, Bonner
2'30-05, Tolal 35-67 26-31 101.

NEW Ol

7-12 2-3 19, Gordon 4-14 3-5 12, Ajinca 3-6
1-2 7, Miller 1-3 0-0 3, Rivers 5-11 0-0
Morrow 2- 30 0'5, Withey 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
38-87 12-17 9!
San An(nmo 24 21 25 25-101
New Orleans 28 24 21 22-95

hree-point Goals—San Antonio 5-12
(Ee\inel\i 2-4, Leonard 1-1, Bonner 1-2,
ph 1- 3 Ginobili 0-2), New Orleans 7-

1 (Rob s 3-5, Morrow 1-1, Gordol
Rivers 1-1. Mllle i

Orleans 19 (Rivers 5). Total Fouls—San
Antonio 19, New Orleans 23. A—15,552
(17,188).

Mavericks 107, Magic 88

ORLANDO — Harkless 5-11 2-4 13,
2 10, Davis 8-14 3-3 19,

, James 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-79 14-15 107.

"Orlando 20 21 25 22-88
Dallas. 28 31 25 23-107
Three-point  Goals—Orlando ~ 7-24

el al
3-6, Crowder 2-3, Ellington 2-5, Ledo 1-2,
Nowitzki 1-2, Eliis 1-3, Mekel 0-2). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 42 (Da-
vis 8), Dallas 43 (Blair 7). Assists—Or-

Total Fouls—Orlando
nicals—Dallas defensive three second.
A—19,695 (19,200).

Jazz 118, Nuggets 103

— Q.Miller 3-7 0-0 7, Faried 5-

Burks 13-19 8-8 34, Rush 3-30-0 7, Kanter 5-
101-2 11, Garrett 0-0 0-0 0, Evans 2-4 2-2 6,
Lucas 1110-4 0-0 0. Totals 44-79 22-29 118,

26-103
Utah 35 32 26 25-118
Three-point _ Goals—Denver  7-26

(Fournier 3-7, ndler 2-5, Foye 1-3,
Q.Miller 1-3, Mozgov 0-1, Robinson 0-3,
Lawson 0 tah 8-18 (Burke 3-4, Jef-
ferson 3-6, Rush 1-1, Williams 1-4, Burks
0- 1 Lucas Ill 0-2). Fouled Out—Foye. ke
unds—Denver 52 (Hickson 10), Utah 50
ists—Denver

1
ver 22, Utah 24. A—17,232 (19,911).
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Warriors looking for multiple All-Star nods

Golden State
still angry over
snub of Curry

By BriaN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

Long after last year’s NBA All-
Star game, the Golden State War-
riors were still upset about having
only one representative.

Maybe this time they get their
men.

Stephen Curry, perhaps the big-
gest snub last season, looks like a
lock. And Warriors coach Mark
Jackson believes David Lee has
earned a return trip to the Feb.
16 game.

“I said all along that we had an
All-Star in Steph Curry, and I was
wrong because we have two guys
that should be in the All-Star
game,” Jackson said last week.
“David, the last 15 games, has
played the power forward posi-
tion as well as — to me better than
anybody in this league, when you
look at his numbers.”

Curry, the highest-scoring
player not selected in 2013, has
two routes to New Orleans. He
passed Chris Paul into second
place among Western Conference
guards in the latest returns, and
will start if he holds that lead of
about 26,000 votes when fan bal-
loting ends on Jan. 20. If not, it’s
hard to imagine coaches passing
on a player who is eighth in the
league in scoring and second in
assists.

Lee will have it tougher in the
deep West frontcourt, where he’ll
have to get in line behind Kevin
Love and LaMarcus Aldridge,
perhaps battling for a spot with
DeMarcus Cousins and Anthony
Davis.

But he’s been on a tear lately,
averaging 22.7 points and 10.1 re-
bounds while shooting 68 percent
on the Warriors’ 6-1 road trip
and winning West player of the
week honors for the week end-
ing Jan. 5. Plus, coaches usually
favor players on winning teams,
and the Warriors’ recent 10-game
winning streak put them firmly
among them.

Frank FrRankuin I/AP

Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry points after making a three
point basket. Curry, perhaps the biggest All-Star snub of last
season, appears to be a lock for this year’s festivities.

“Most important thing is that
we're winning games right now
and I think that’s the best way that
both of us can continue to make
our cases, is if we keep winning
games like we are,” Lee said.

Five things to watch this week:

London calling: Brooklyn

and Atlanta meet Thurs-

day in London, the fourth

regular-season game there
since 2011, the third involving the
Nets. It sold out in less than four
hours, the NBA’s fastest ever in
Britain.

JerrReY PHELPS/AP

The Warriors’ David Lee has averaged 22.7 points and 10.1
rebounds on 68 percent shooting over the Warriors’ last seven
games, but will face tough competition for a front court spot on the

Western Conference All-Stars.

‘I said all along that we had an All-Star in
Steph Curry, and | was wrong because we
have two guys that should be in the All-

Star Game. ?

Mark Jackson

Golden State head coach, on guard Steph Curry and forward David Lee

Hello again, Mr. Presi-
dent: Miami returns
to the White House on
Tuesday to be honored
by President Barack Obama
for its second straight champi-
onship. The Heat resume their
six-ganme road trip Wednes-
day in Washington against the
Wizards.
Lillard-Irving 1l:  The
thrilling duel between
top young point guards
wasn’t settled until Da-
mian Lillard’s three-pointer way
beyond the arc with 0.4 seconds
left gave the Trail Blazers a 119-
116 win in Cleveland on Dec. 17.

EVERYWHER

STARTS HERE

Jeep BuiLT FRee

Kyrie Irving and the Cavaliers
can get revenge Wednesday in
Portland.
No Deng, no problem:
Written off after trading
Luol Deng on top of losing
Derrick Rose, the resilient
Chicago Bulls won five in a row
before Monday’s loss to the Wash-
ington Wizards.
Winning Knicks: Win-
ners of a season-high four
straight, New York plays
nine of its next 11 at home,
including an eight-game home-
stand that starts Friday against
the Clippers.
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Tobacco Roadkill?

North Carolina’s quartet of perennial powerhouses
are stumbling through the start of conference play

BY JoEDY McCREARY
The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Looks as
if there’s a dead end on Tobacco
Road.

Duke, North Carolina, N.C.
State and Wake Forest entered
Tuesday a combined 4-9 in Atlan-
tic Coast Conference play after
all losing on the same day for per-
haps the first time in the storied
history of this hoops hotbed.

The Tar Heels (10-6, 0-3)
have last place all to themselves.
The Blue Devils, Wolfpack and
Demon Deacons (each 1-2 in the
ACC) are part of an eight-team tie
for next-to-last.

North Carolina coach Roy Wil-
liams said Monday that his team
and Duke in particular “really
have been pretty doggone good
and have stood the test of time.”

He wonders if “this is a bad
year or a bad month or a bad week
or two bad games. Who knows?”

Preseason favorite Duke tum-
bled from No. 7 to No. 23 in two
weeks after its worst start to ACC
play since 2006-07.

A 13-point loss at Clemson last
week prompted Hall of Fame
coach Mike Krzyzewski to say
“we’re not a good team right

W

N.C. State’s 31-point loss to Vir-
ginia marked its worst loss in the
15-year history of PNC Arena.

Meanwhile, Wake Forest has
dropped both of its conference
road games by at least 15 points
apiece and is 1-26 under fourth-
year coach Jeff Bzdelik on the
road in ACC play.

N.C. State coach Mark Gottfried
was talking specifically about his
team Monday, but he could have
been discussing the rest of his in-
state rivals when he said “we had

Top 25 roundup

Gerry Broome/AP

After a 13-point loss to Clemson
last week, Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski said “we’re not a
good team right now.”

a difficult day. We’ve got to get
ourselves back up.”

Part of the problem for each
school has been inexperience.

The only Duke starter who
was in the program as recently
as 2011-12 is point guard Quinn
Cook. N.C. State has only three
players back from last season.

And Wake Forest has been in
perpetual rebuilding mode since
Bzdelik took over in 2010, with
only one fourth-year scholarship
senior on the roster for the second
straight year.

“Even Duke — they’ve got
young players,” Gottfried said.
“People forget that (phenom
Jabari) Parker’s a freshman and
those type of things. I'm watching
North Carolina and they’re play-
ing young guys. We're playing
young guys. So sometimes you
can be very high and very low.”

No team has shown more in-

consistency than North Carolina
— which has wins over three
top-10-at-the-time teams in Ken-
tucky, Louisville and Michigan
State, and losses to Belmont, Ala-
bama-Birmingham and every
ACC team they’ve played so far.

The Tar Heels also have been
dealing with NCAA distractions,
announcing last month that they
won’t pursue reinstatement for
leading scorer P.J. Hairston after
his rules violations included using
rental vehicles tied to a felon and
party promoter in Durham.

Guard Leslie McDonald missed
the first nine games for receiv-
ing improper benefits and North
Carolina has lost four of its seven
games since his return.

The stat sheet points out obvi-
ous holes for each team.

No ACC team shoots better or
scores more than Duke — but the
Blue Devils simply haven’t been
able to defend, ranking 13th in
scoring defense and 14th in field
goal percentage defense.

“We’re a very young team and
we get predicted to do something
based on me being old,” the 67-
year-old Krzyzewski said after
the Clemson loss. “That’s the way
it is. And we have to measure up
to something we probably weren’t
good enough to do to begin with.”

North Carolina is the ACC’s top
offensive rebounding team — but
the Tar Heels, the league’s worst
team from the free-throw line,
are 14th in rebounding defense
and have lost five games by six or
fewer points.

“We just need to get better in so
many different areas,” Williams
said. “You’re not going to just get
your teeth cleaned. You're going
to go get some work done on every
tooth.”

CoREY LOWENSTEIN, RALEIGH NEws & OBSERVER/MCT

North Carolina coach Roy Williams, right, talks with forward Joel
James during a loss to Syracuse last week. The Tar Heels are
a surprising last place in the ACC, part of a a miserable start to

play for

N.C. State ranks 14th in three-
point shooting and 13th in re-
bounding margin. Wake Forest is
14th in free-throw shooting, 12th
in defending the three-point line
and last in rebounding defense.

And everything came together
last Saturday in a decidedly im-
perfect storm.

At the same time North Caro-
lina lost by 12 at Syracuse, Wake
Forest fell by 15 points at Pitts-
burgh. Clemson used a strong
second half to beat Duke 72-59
and the Wolfpack made it 0-for-4
on Tobacco Road with its 76-45
loss to Virginia.

Another instance of the four

Duke, Wake Forest and N.C. State.

schools losing on the same day
couldn’t be found. Wake Forest’s
media guide doesn’t list complete
dates of games played before the
1950-51 season and N.C. State’s
doesn’t before 1946-47.

If nothing else, all four won't
lose on any day this week — be-
cause they’re going to play each
other.

N.C. State visits Wake Forest
on Wednesday night and plays at
Duke on Saturday.

“There’s a lot of success with
these programs, and it’s stood the
test of time,” Williams said. “So
my first inclination would be to
say, ‘Let’s not bury us yet.” ”

Surging Jayhawks hand Iowa State second loss

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Kansas guard Andrew Wiggins, left,
passes in front of lowa State forward
Dustin Hogue on Monday.

The Associated Press

AMES, Iowa — Kansas freshman An-
drew Wiggins grabbed every rebound in
sight. Joel Embiid was nearly unstoppable
in the paint in the second half, and Naadir
Tharpe seemingly couldn’t miss.

The young Jayhawks are growing up_
and they’re putting it together in time for
another run through the Big 12.

Tharpe scored a career-high 23 points
on just nine shots, Wiggins had 17 points
and a season-high 19 rebounds and No.
15 Kansas beat No. 8 Iowa State 77-70 on
Monday night for its third straight win to
open conference play.

“The thing about it is, if you have fol-
lowed our team closely, you could make
the case that this team probably enjoyed
playing less than other teams we’ve had,”
Kansas coach Bill Self said. “But since we
started conference play, they’re having as
much fun as any team we’ve ever had.”

The Jayhawks had plenty of reasons to

smile in perhaps their most impressive win
of the season.

Embiid had 12 of his 16 points in the sec-
ond half to go with five blocks for the Jay-
hawks (12-4, 3-0), who outrebounded Iowa
State 53-36.

Kansas opened the second half with a
16-5 run and led the rest of the way, hand-
ing the Cyclones (14-2, 2-2) their second
consecutive loss after a 14-0 start.

Iowa State doesn’t start anyone taller
than 6-foot-7, and its lack of size is threat-
ening to become an issue.

“This is a couple of games in a row now
where, probably the difference has been on
the glass,” Iowa State coach Fred Hoiberg
said. “We were pretty good in the non-con-
ference portion of the schedule. You don’t
want this to be a trend moving forward.”

The Jayhawks committed 24 turnovers
but they survived by shooting 49 percent
from the field and dominating the glass.

No. 2 Syracuse 69, Boston College 59:

Trevor Cooney scored 21 points, Jerami
Grant added 16 and Syracuse fought off
their pesky hosts in Boston College.

C.J. Fair and Tyler Ennis each had 12
points for the Orange (17-0, 4-0 Atlantic
Coast Conference). Grant added eight re-
bounds for Syracuse, one of four unbeaten
teams in Division I.

No. 23 Duke 69, Virginia 65: Rasheed
Sulaimon finished with a season-high 21
points, including the go-ahead three-point-
er with 18.8 seconds left, for host Duke.

Rodney Hood added 14 points for the
Blue Devils (13-4, 2-2 Atlantic Coast
Conference).

Amile Jefferson grabbed Hood’s air ball
and kicked it out to Sulaimon who was
waiting alone in the left corner and put
Duke up 67-65.

Harris missed a layup with about 10 sec-
onds left. Jefferson, a 41 percent free throw
shooter entering the game, iced it with two
free throws with 6.8 seconds remaining.
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Motivated Bearcats
get back in Top 25

By Jok Kay
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — One of the
Bearcats” worst losses became a
turning point.

Cincinnati got dominated dur-
ing a 17-point loss to Xavier on
Dec. 14 at a neutral site. One of
the most lopsided losses in the
series’ history became a rally-
ing point. The Bearcats decided
they weren’t going to get pushed
around again.

They haven’t lost a game since.
The Bearcats (15-2, 4-0 Ameri-
can Athletic) have won eight in
a row and moved into the Top 25
on Monday for the first time this
season.

The 19th-ranked Bearcats
trace the season-best surge back
to that bad loss.

“Embarrassed,” forward Jus-
tin Jackson said before practice
on Monday. “We felt we were em-
barrassed as a team. Our whole
image is a tough team, a hard
team to play against, and we got
away from that.”

In the past month, they’ve got-
ten their image back.

The Bearcats rank sixth nation-
ally in points allowed. They’re giv-
ing up an average of 56.2 per game
and have held their past 24 foes
to fewer than 70 points, the lon-
gest current streak in the nation.
Nobody has scored more than 67
points against them this season.

But it’s more than just stop-
ping the other team. Cincinnati
has started to score consistently,
which was a major problem ear-
lier in the season.

Cincinnati’s first loss was a 63-
54 defeat at New Mexico. Then
came the 64-47 loss to Xavier,
with the Musketeers pulling
ahead by 20 points in the first
half and leading by double digits
the rest of the way. The winning
streak started with an ugly 44-43
victory over Pittsburgh.

Davip Kout/AP
Cincil i guard Sean

needs to take the ball inside
more, according to coach Mick
Cronin.

Since then, the team’s freshmen
have started contributing more to
the offense and coach Mick Cro-
nin has turned them loose.

“Coach knows that everyone
on this team can score,” senior
shooting guard Sean Kilpatrick
said. “What he encourages us
every time we get the rebound is
to go. That’s something you rarely
see from a college coach — when
you get the rebound, play with
confidence and go. Don’t look
over at the bench. He wants us to
feel comfortable on the court and
keep running up and down.”

Freshman point guard Troy
Caupain has played at least 22
minutes in four of the past five
games, giving the offense a lift
with his ability to lead fast breaks.
Caupain had 14 points during a
win over Rutgers on Saturday.

“I can’t do what I did in high
school,” Caupain said. “When I
got here, everything was getting
blocked. They’re bigger, stronger
than players in high school. I fi-
nally realized what I had to do to
make myself open to shoot.

“This is a faster game here. Me
being a freshman, I had to adjust.
But I feel I've adjusted well.”

They’ve kept the winning
streak going even though they’re
best player has been in a deep
shooting slump. Kilpatrick leads
the AAC with 18.4 points a game,
but has gone only 4 of 33 from
beyond the three-point arc in his
past five games.

Kilpatrick was a season-worst
1-for-10 during the 71-51 win
over Rutgers, but finished with a
team-high 16 points. He drove to
the basket, drew fouls and was 9-
for-10 from the free-throw line.

Cronin would like to see Kilpat-
rick take the ball inside more.

“He’s got to get back to playing
with his mind a little more so he
can be more efficient,” Cronin
said. “He’s just relying too much
on the three-point shot.”

Kilpatrick has gotten open
shots from behind the arc but
missed, forcing him to try other
things.

“I've been trying hard to get
fouled a lot,” he said. “Being able
to make cuts and post up little
guys, that’s my advantage and
something I've got to keep taking
advantage of to get us in a better
spot.”

A win over Temple on Tuesday
would leave them S-0 in confer-
ence play for the first time since
2002-03, when they were in Con-
ference USA. They’re 12-0 at
home, where they have a 14-game
winning streak overall since the
end of last season.

Cincinnati is in first place in
the AAC’s inaugural season, a
game ahead of Louisville and
Memphis.

“What’s the key to winning a
regular-season conference cham-
pionship? Don’t lose at home,”
Cronin said. “I thought this team
had a chance to do it. I've talked
to them about it all year. I've just
tried to challenge them: No mat-
ter who we’re playing, we will not
lose at home.”

lllinios’ Jaylon Tate, center, gets

AnDY Manis/AP

between Wisconsin’s Bronson Koenig, left, and Nigel Hayes

tangled
during their game last week. Freshmen Koenig and Hayes have come off the bench to help the No. 3

Badgers to their best start (16-0) in school history.

Fresh legs boost Badgers

Rookie reserves Hayes, Koenig making impression for No. 3

By Jim HoEnN
The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — A pair of talented freshmen
have exceeded expectations for Wisconsin, quelling
coach Bo Ryan’s preseason concerns by helping the
undefeated Badgers climb to a No. 3 ranking.

“Will youth be served or will the youth get served?
I don’t know. We’ll have to wait and see,” Ryan said
at the team’s preseason media day.

So far, the youngsters seem to be all right.

On a team that has just one senior in the rotation,
freshmen Nigel Hayes and Bronson Koenig have
come on to help the Badgers to a 16-0 start, the best
in school history.

Wisconsin, 3-0 in the Big Ten and a half-game
behind first-place Michigan State, plays at Indiana
(11-5, 1-2) on Tuesday.

Hayes, a 6-foot-7 forward, and Koenig, a 6-3 guard,
benefited from Wisconsin’s five-game exhibition
tour of Canada in August and usually are the first
players off the bench at their respective positions.

“They’re two guys that are physically probably
beyond where normal freshmen are, but also men-
tally are very mature in terms of their basketball IQ
and knowledge of the game,” associate head coach
Greg Gard said.

“Both also do a very good job of staying within
and what their strengths are. They don’t try to do
something they’re not capable of yet. They play
within the formula of other guys on the floor.”

Hayes, who has twice been selected Big Ten
freshman of the week, is averaging 6.8 points in 15.4
minutes per game. In the three conference games,
however, he is averaging 12.7 points, third-highest
on the team, including a season-high 19 points in a
76-49 rout of Northwestern.

“I credit that to my teammates giving me the confi-
dence that I can go out there and play with best of the
guys,” Hayes said. “And, not only just play and mill
around, but stand out and become an impact player.”

Junior guard Josh Gasser, who missed last season
with a torn ACL in his left knee, started 30 games
as a freshman and is familiar with some of the chal-
lenges Hayes and Koenig face.

“This summer, Nigel was a little frustrated defen-
sively. He just couldn’t figure out some of the ball
screen stuff,” said Gasser, who has returned to a

‘I credit that to my teammates
giving me the confidence that |
can go out there and play with

best of the guys. ?

Nigel Hayes
Wisconsin freshman reserve

starting role. “I told him, ‘Trust me, in a few weeks
you’re going to be our best player at it I have such
confidence with him in the defensive end. He’s such
a good player. Offensively, we’re at the point where
if Nigel’s got a one-on-one on the block, just give him
the ball and get out of the way.”

While expected to compete for some playing time,
Koenig’s role increased with the departure of soph-
omore guard George Marshall, who missed several
games after sustaining a concussion in mid-Novem-
ber and then decided to transfer.

Koenig, the 2013 Wisconsin high school player of
the year, is averaging 16.7 minutes per game, most
among the reserves. In the Badgers’ 95-70 victory
over Illinois on Wednesday, Koenig played 22 min-
utes, making 3 of 4 shots.

“I thought I could get in the rotation, I wasn’t re-
ally sure how much with George being the backup
point guard,” Koenig said. “That would have taken
some of my minutes. So I think I'm playing more
minutes than I expected to before he left.”

Gasser said the freshmen are adjusting to the in-
tensity of conference play, but that Indiana repre-
sents another level.

“Indiana’s one of the greatest venues in college
basketball. Indiana basketball is crazy. The students
are back from break, so it’s going to be a charged-
up environment,” Gasser said. “You’ve got a top-five
team in the country coming in and they’re trying to
get that signature win. It's probably going to be an
environment that these freshmen have never seen
before.”

Wisconsin has won 12 straight games against In-
diana, tied for the most consecutive wins against the
Hoosiers, matching Purdue.
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ions
ire
aldwell

The Associated Press

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — The
Detroit Lions wanted to replace
Jim Schwartz with someone with
experience as a head coach.

The Lions landed one, though
he appears to be Plan B.

Jim Caldwell has been hired
by Detroit, a person familiar with
the situation told The Associated
Press on Tuesday on condition of
anonymity because the move had
not been announced. ESPN first
reported the hire.

San Diego Chargers assistant
and former Arizona Cardinals
coach Ken Whisenhunt was seem-
ingly Detroit’s top choice, but he
chose to take the head coaching job
at Tennessee on Monday night.

The Lions are giving Caldwell
another chance tobe an NFL head
coach. He helped the Indianapolis
Colts play in the Super Bowl after
his debut season in 2009 and was
fired two years later after a 2-14
season while Peyton Manning
was injured, dropping his three-
year mark to 26-22.

Caldwell was hired by Baltimore
two years ago to be their quarter-
backs coach and was promoted to
offensive coordinator late in the
2012 season. The Ravens went on
to win the last Super Bowl.

The Ravens, though, struggled
on offense in 2013 and might’ve
replaced Caldwell if he didn’t
get find another job. Baltimore
ranked 29th on offense overall
— 30th rushing and 18th passing
— last season with Super Bowl-
winning quarterback Joe Flacco
and running back Ray Rice.

Caldwell’s body of work was
enough to also make him a can-
didate to lead the Washington
Redskins and Titans. Former
Tennessee coach Mike Munchak
and ex-Houston Texans coach
Gary Kubiak were also consid-
ered by the Lions.

Caldwell won his first 14 games
with the Colts in 2009 before los-
ing the final two games of the
regular season while resting
Manning and most of the other
starters. The Colts lost to the New
Orleans Saints in the Super Bowl.
Indy was 10-6 the following sea-
son and won another AFC South
title, then lost to the New York
Jets in a wild-card game. With
Manning out for all of Caldwell’s
third season, the Colts lost 14
games and Caldwell lost his job.

In other NFL news:

m A federal judge in Philadel-
phia has preliminarily rejected
a $765 million settlement of NFL
concussion claims, fearing the
sum may not be enough to cover
injured players.

U.S. District Judge Anita

Detroit Lions hired

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

Jim

Ravens
Caldwell as their new coach, a source told The Associated Press.

Brody has asked for more finan-
cial details from the parties, a
week after players’ lawyers filed
alengthy payout plan.

Brody, in her ruling Tuesday,
notes that the plan is designed to
cover nearly 20,000 men for 65
years.

She says she is mostly con-
cerned that not all retired play-
ers who are someday diagnosed
with a related brain injury will be
paid.

The proposed awards would
reach $5 million for athletes with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or
Lou Gehrig’s disease; $4 million
for a death involving brain trau-
ma; and $3 million for dementia
cases.

Maryland countersues
ACC for $157M

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — The
University of Maryland has filed
a $157 million counterclaim
against the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence, alleging the league tried to
recruit two Big Ten schools after
Maryland announced its inten-
tion to leave for the Big Ten.

Forest and Pittsburgh “each con-
tacted a Big Ten university in an
attempt by the ACC to recruit at
least two Big Ten schools.”

Maryland is also asking the
ACC to pay $16 million the school
says has been improperly with-
held since November 2012, when
Maryland announced it was leav-
ing for the Big Ten.

Davis leaves USC after
1 week for Alabama

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — South-
ern California defensive line coach
Bo Davis is leaving to work at Ala-
bama six days after his hiring.

USC announced Monday that
Davis was leaving for a similar
position with the Crimson Tide.
Alabama does not announce such
hires until coaches have signed
contracts.

Trojans coach Steve Sarkisian
says he “will move forward and
find a great coach for our defen-
sive line.”

Alabama defensive line coach
Chris Rumph reportedly took a
position with Texas.

Davis had spent three seasons

The S53-page was
filed late Monday in Raleigh, N.C.
It does not name the two schools
allegedly targeted by the ACC.

The counterclaim contends
that representatives from Wake

tackles for
the Longhorns. Before that, he
had worked for Tide coach Nick
Saban for eight of the previous
nine years with Alabama, LSU
and the Miami Dolphins.

Five things to know
about A-Rod’s suit

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Yankees third
baseman Alex Rodriguez sued
Major League Baseball and the
Major League Baseball Players
Association in an effort to over-
turn the season-long drug sus-
pension imposed last weekend by
arbitrator Fredric Horowitz. Here
are five things to know about the
complaint filed Monday in U.S.
District Court in Manhattan:

What is Rodriguez claim-
ing? His lawsuit accused
the Major League Baseball
Players Association of “bad
faith,” said its representation dur-
ing the hearing was “perfunctory
at best” and accused it of failing
to attack a civil suit filed by MLB
in Florida state court as part
of its Biogenesis investigation.
His lawyers criticized Michael
Weiner, the union head who died
from a brain tumor in November,
for saying last summer he rec-
ommended Rodriguez settle for
a lesser penalty if MLB were to
offer an acceptable length. The
suit claimed Major League Base-
ball engaged in “ethically chal-
lenged behavior” and was the
source of media leaks in violation
of baseball’s confidentiality rules.
It said Horowitz acted “with evi-
dent partiality” and “refused to
entertain evidence that was perti-
nent and material.” And it faulted
Horowitz for denying Rodriguez’s
request to have a different arbitra-
tor hear the case, for not ordering
baseball Commissioner Bud Selig
to testify and for allowing Biogen-
esis of America founder Anthony
Bosch to claim Fifth Amendment
rights against self-incrimination
in refusing to answer questions
during cross-examination.
What was the reaction?
Former major league All-
Star Tony Clark, who took
over from Weiner as the
union head, issued a statement
saying “it is unfortunate that Alex
Rodriguez has chosen to sue the
players’ association. His claim
is completely without merit, and
we will aggressively defend our-
selves and our members from
these baseless charges. The play-
ers’ association has vigorously
defended Mr. Rodriguez’s rights
throughout the Biogenesis inves-
tigation, and indeed throughout
his career. Mr. Rodriguez’s al-
legation that the association has
failed to fairly represent him is
outrageous, and his gratuitous
attacks on our former executive
director, Michael Weiner, are in-
excusable. When all is said and
done, I am confident the players’
association will prevail.”
What did the arbitrator
find? Horowitz, in a deci-
sion made public as part of
the lawsuit, concluded Ro-
driguez used testosterone, human
growth hormone and insulin-like
growth factor-1 in 2010, 2011 and
2012 in violation of baseball’s
Joint Drug Agreement. He wrote
MLB was justified in citing viola-
tions of the collective bargaining
agreement because Rodriguez
“played an active role in inducing

Biogenesis of America founder
Anthony Bosch to issue his own
public denial on Jan. 29” and “at-
tempted to induce Bosch to sign a
sworn statement on May 31” say-
ing he never supplied the player.
Still, Horowitz cut the suspension
from 211 games to 162 plus the
2014 postseason.
What's next? MLB and
the union will file answers,
and Rodriguez’s lawyers
may ask for a preliminary
injunction to block enforcement
of the suspension, which starts
with the Yankees’ season opener
on March 31. Rodriguez’s lawyers
may attempt to depose Selig and
others, but MLB could ask U.S.
District Judge Edgardo Ramos
to quash any subpoenas. It’s not
clear whether the legal process
will take weeks or months. Su-
preme Court decisions have set
narrow grounds for judges to
vacate arbitration decisions, in-
stances such as corruption or not
following the rules agreed to by
the parties.
What is the judge’s back-
ground? Born in Ponce,
Puerto Rico, in 1960,
Ramos is a graduate of
Yale and Harvard Law School.
He was an assistant U.S. attor-
ney in Brooklyn from 1992-02,
between stints as an associate at
Simpson Thatcher & Bartlett, and
a partner at Day Pitney, where he
was a member of the white-collar
and internal investigations prac-
tice group. At the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, he became deputy chief of
the narcotics section. In 2009, he
was the court-appointed defense
lawyer for Oussama Kassir, a
Lebanese-born Swede convicted
of 12 charges of plotting to help
al-Qaida recruit and then sen-
tenced to life in prison. Ramos
served for eight years as com-
missioner of the New York City
Commission to Combat Police
Corruption following his appoint-
ment by former Mayor Michael
Bloomberg. The judge was nomi-
nated for the bench by President
Barack Obama and confirmed by
the Senate in December 2011.

Davip Kare/AP

Alex Rodriguez has sued Major
League Baseball and the Players
Association in an effort to
overturn his season-long drug
suspension.
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High seeds refuse to wilt

Murray, Azarenka among winners calling heat ‘hazardous’

By DENnIs Passa
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — After
a day of searingly-hot temperatures
that raised complaints from players,
top-seeded Rafael Nadal advanced to
the second round of the Australian
Open in relatively mild conditions.

Nadal’s Australian opponent Ber-
nard Tomic, bothered from the start
by a left leg injury, retired from the
match after losing the first set 6-4.
Some in the capacity crowd of 15,000
at Rod Laver Arena booed lustily
when Tomic indicated he could not
continue.

Roger Federer, Andy Murray and
defending women’s champion Victo-
ria Azarenka advanced earlier Tues-
day amid temperatures that topped
108 degrees.

Third-seeded Maria Sharapova
joined them when she beat American
Bethanie Mattek-Sands 6-3, 6-4 in the
last match of the night. Mattek-Sands
double-faulted on break point in the
ninth game of the second set and
Sharapova served out.

Tomic called a medical timeout
after three games and twice more be-
fore he quit.

“Unfortunately, it’s unlucky how it
happened. I went for one ball and felt
pain in my left leg,” Tomic said of the
training injury.

Nadal said he felt for his opponent.

“I know how tough is this situation,
I had the same a few years ago at this
tournament,” Nadal said. “Since the
beginning, I saw a little bit he had
some problems on the leg.”

There were clearly varying de-
grees of opinion on what constitutes
extreme heat after a scorching sec-
ond day of matches.

Federer thinks it’s a “very mental
thing” — he’s learned to deal with the
heat across a record 57 consecutive
Grand Slam tournaments, winning an
unprecedented 17 men’s majors.

The Swiss star was as cool as usual
in his 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 opening win over
Australian wild-card entry James
Duckworth on Tuesday afternoon,
his first under the supervision of new
coach Stefan Edberg.

But he had more shade on center
court than there was out on Court 6,
where the first two matches ended
in injury retirements and Canadian
qualifier Frank Dancevic collapsed
during the third.

Dancevic got up and finished, los-
ing 7-6 (12), 6-3, 6-4 to No. 27 Benoit
Paire, and later said the conditions
were “inhumane” and “definitely
hazardous.”

Wimbledon champion Murray, on
the comeback from minor back sur-
gery in September, agreed after his
6-1, 6-1, 6-3 win over Go Soeda of
Japan, advising officials not to be too
cavalier with the rules.

“It looks terrible for the whole sport
when people are collapsing, ball kids
are collapsing, people in the stands
are collapsing,” the Wimbledon
champion said.

At the end of the day, half of the
128 players in each of the men’s and
women’s draws were outsted.

Azarenka played the opening match
on the center court, and said it felt
“like you're dancing in a frying pan.”

Auaz Ran/AP

Frank Dancevic of Canada lies on the court after collapsing during his match
against Benoit Paire of France as temperatures topped at 108 degrees at
the

Open in M

She had a 7-6 (2), 6-2 win over No. 91-
ranked Johanna Larsson of Sweden.

Former No. 1-ranked Caroline Woz-
niacki chimed in with claims that her
plastic water bottle was melting on
Margaret Court Arena.

A hot, gusty breeze swirled across
Melbourne Park all day, making con-
ditions more challenging instead of
cooler. The crowd for the day session
was down almost 12,000 from day one.

Players draped bags of ice over their
necks and shoulders and sat under
covered seats in the changeovers.
They retreated into the shade at the
back of the courts between points.

“It’s easy to say that the conditions

on Tuesday.

are safe ... but it only takes one bad
thing to happen and it looks terrible
for the sport when people are collaps-
ing,” Murray said. “Whether it’s safe
or not I don’t know, but you’ve got to
be very careful.”

Tournament referee Wayne McK-
ewen defended a decision not to in-
voke measures which would have
seen outdoor matches suspended and
the roofs on two arenas closed.

“While conditions were hot and un-
comfortable, the relatively low level
of humidity ensured that conditions
never deteriorated to a point where it
was necessary to invoke the ‘Extreme
Heat Policy,” McKewen said.

L
CHarLIE RiEDEL/AP
Broncos quargelback Peyton Manning calls an audible at

the line of against the C on Sunday.
Manning commonly called out “Omaha” as he called out
signals, to the delight of Nebraska’s biggest city.

Nebraska city
revels in shoutout
on Manning’s call

By Eric OLsoN
The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Peyton Manning can’t stop shouting
about Nebraska’s largest city.

The Denver Broncos quarterback used the word
“Omaha” loudly and often during Sunday’s playoff victory
over the San Diego Chargers.

According to an NFL.com video montage, Manning
barked “Omaha” before the ball was snapped 44 times
during the game.

The reason for the word choice, if there is one, is known
only to Manning and the Broncos.

But it provided some unexpected publicity for the city
of 427,000, perhaps best known as the home of both bil-
lionaire Warren Buffett and the Fortune S00 insurance
company Mutual of Omaha (sponsor of the old TV show
“Wild Kingdom™).

“I think it shows Peyton Manning really loves Omaha,”
Mayor Jean Stothert said Monday. “I'll personally take
him on a tour. He has an official invitation now.”

Omaha was a trending topic on Twitter during the game,
and the Greater Omaha Convention and Visitors Bureau
Jjumped aboard, tweeting: “We certainly appreciate all the
love from Peyton Manning :)”

Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce President and
CEO David Brown said he was watching the game, and he
wondered how his agency could capitalize.

Brown said he wants to explore the possibility of hir-
ing Manning, one of the sporting world’s top pitchmen, to
shoot a promotional ad for Omaha.

“We’d be foolish not to,” Brown said, adding that he real-
izes Manning’s fee probably would be prohibitive.

Quarterback Tom Brady of the New England Patriots
has been known to say “Omaha” during games and so
has Peyton’s brother, New York Giants quarterback Eli

Eucene HosHiko/AP

Victoria Azarenka puts ice packs around her during a break in her match
against Johanna Larsson at the Australian Open on Tuesday.

“Sally,” “Alpha,” and “Kentucky” are among the many
words that amount to gibberish to the typical fan, and
sometimes they truly mean nothing.

But the words often are a signal to the rest of the offense
to change a play or scheme — and defenses sometimes try
to crack the code.

For the city of Omaha, the value of Manning’s shout-
outs is impossible to calculate, Parrott said.

Parrott noted, however, that air time for a 30-second
Super Bowl ad is $4 million this year. If Manning leads
the Broncos to the Super Bowl and yells “Omaha” as many
times as he did Sunday, well, that’s lots of free exposure.

“Commercials cost money to make and you have to come
up with the idea and hire a production company to make it.
It could cost $4 million just for the production, and we get
it for free,” Parrott said.

“Everybody in Omaha really needs to root for Peyton
to take down Tom Brady and the Patriots so we can hear
‘Omaha’ in the Super Bowl.”

AP Pro Football Writer Arnie Stapleton in Denver and AP Sports
Writer Mike Marot in Indianapolis contributed to this report.




Pace 30 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Wednesday, January 15,2014

NFL PLAYOFFS

Seahawks quite familiar with title game foe

Seattle isn't surprised to see West rival
San Francisco for third time this season

By Tmm Boorn
The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — After beat-
ing up on each other twice earlier
this season, Pete Carroll was not
surprised to see San Francisco as
the opponent coming to Seattle
for the NFC championship game.

He believes the division foes,
with one of the most heated rival-
ries in the NFC, meeting for a trip
to the Super Bowl is validation for
how good the once-mocked NFC
West has become.

“This matchup is exactly what
everybody is looking for and it’s
an exciting one with a lot of back-
ground,” Carroll said on Monday.

“I'm grateful it’s coming from
our division. I think our division
really made a statement this year
about how good we were and lot
of losses came within the divi-
sion. When you look at it this is
a fantastic matchup with a great
opportunity for both teams.”

Seattle (14-3) advanced to the
NFC title game after knocking
off New Orleans 23-15 in the divi-
sional round on Saturday.

It’s the second NFC champion-
ship game appearance for Seattle
and third overall having once
played for the AFC title.

There is familiarity and con-
tempt when it comes to San Fran-
cisco and Seattle.

They’ve played six times since
San Francisco coach Jim Har-
baugh arrived before the 2011
season with the 49ers holding a 4-
2 advantage. But of Seattle’s four
losses, only one — the first — has

_ .
CHAMPIONSHIP

been by more than seven points.

Seattle and San Francisco split
the two games this season with
each winning at home.

The Seahawks rolled to a 29-
3 win in Week 2, and the 49ers
kicked a late field goal for a 19-17
win in Week 14.

Perhaps it’s appropriate that
the series record is tied 15-15
heading into Sunday with more at
stake than ever before.

“It shows how good the NFC
West has been over the past cou-
ple of years,” Seattle quarterback
Russell Wilson said.

“It’s going to be a great chal-
lenge for both teams. It’s going
to be a physical game. It’s going
to be a game where everybody
knows each other and everybody
knows everybody’s techniques so
we just have to play great football
and execute and be on time make
the plays when we need to make
them.”

Seattle goes into the week with
two lingering injury questions.

The first is with wide receiver
Percy Harvin, who made his re-
turn on Saturday and suffered a
concussion late in the first half.

Carroll emphasized Monday
they will “respect the heck” out

Back: Linebackers are

FROM BACK PAGE

ers, able to chase down quar-
terbacks with their speed and
overpower blockers with their
strength.

Willis and Bowman are the do-
everything inside backers, who
plug holes against the run, blitz
when needed and chase running
backs and tight ends in coverage.

While Willis came into the
year as the most decorated of the
bunch as a five-time All-Pro and
Smith the most feared with 332
sacks his first two seasons, it is
Bowman who has led the group
this season when the Niners
needed it most.

Smith missed five games to re-
ceive substance abuse treatment
and Willis showed a few signs of
slowing down, turning Brooks
into the on-field leader of the
group.

He was named first-team All-
Pro for the third straight season
and has been mentioned as a can-
didate for Defensive Player of the
Year after recording a career-
high five sacks, two interceptions,
five forced fumbles and two fum-
ble recoveries. That earned him

the ultimate praise from Willis.

“I said, ‘Man, youre having
the kind of year that linebackers
want to have. I know you’re most
certainly having the kind of year
that I would love to have,” Willis
said. “He’s my brother. I'm al-
ways going to be his biggest fan.
He’s my teammate. I'm just glad
to see him do well. When one of
us does well, we all do well. That’s
how we think as a team.”

The crowning moment of Bow-
man’s year came in the regu-
lar-season home finale against
Atlanta. With the 49ers in danger
of losing the final scheduled game
at Candlestick Park and having
their playoff status put in doubt,
Bowman delivered one of the sea-
son’s most impressive plays.

It started with him blitzing up
the middle against Matt Ryan.
But after getting the center to
commit, Bowman retreated and
was in perfect position when
Tramaine Brock broke up a slant
pass to Harry Douglas. Bowman
grabbed the ball out of the air and
ran 89 yards for the touchdown,
sealing the 34-24 win and clinched
the playoffs for the Niners.

Douc Duran, Bay Area News Group/MCT

The San Franclsco 49ers' Bruce Miller, left, tnes to tackle the Seahawks’ Byron Maxwell after Maxwell’'s
at C:

rk in San F

on Dec. 8 in the second of two regular-season games

Pai
between the NFC West rivals. The two meet again Sunday in Seattle for the NFC championship.

of the process for Harvin to get
cleared and said Wednesday and
Thursday will be the important
days if he’s able to get back on the
field.

Harvin took two big hits in the
game, the first coming from Ra-
fael Bush on the third play and
drawing a 15-yard roughing pen-
alty. Harvin also was hit by Mal-
colm Jenkins as he hit the field on
the play he was injured.

Before he was injured, Har-
vin showed the flashes Seattle
believed it was getting in mass
quantity when it traded for him

during the offseason.

Carroll said Harvin had no is-
sues with his hip that was surgi-
cally repaired in August and the
concern this week is strictly for
his head. He added that Seattle
playing on Saturday and Harvin
having an extra day of recovery
could be significant.

“We're going to take care of
Percy and make sure we do the
right thing. We’re not going to
stretch the limits at all. We're
going to be very careful here. We’ll
do that every step of the way.”

Aside from Harvin, Seattle is

also waiting to see if linebacker
K.J. Wright will play for the first
time since suffering a fracture in
his right foot against San Fran-
cisco in Week 14.

Wright had surgery after the
injury and was back running last
week. Carroll said he would be
tested on Wednesday to see where
he is at in his recovery.

“We ran well today and over
the weekend,” Carroll said. “He’ll
come back out on Wednesday and
we’ll see where he is. He has
a chance and we're excited for
him.”

the main strength of 49ers’ defense

Davip T. Foster IIl, CHaRLOTTE OBSERVER/MCT)

San Francisco 49ers’ Ahmad Brooks (55) touches Carolina Panthers
quarterback Cam Newton as he jumps offside in the first half of their
NFC divisional playoff game Sunday in Charlotte, N.C.

“He just comes up big all the
time,” defensive lineman Ray
McDonald said. “It’s paying off
for him because he’s a hard-work-
ing guy, he’s always on top of his

game.”

Bowman was at it again in Sun-
day’s 23-10 win over Carolina,
fighting off two blockers before
tackling Cam Newton at the 1 late

in the second quarter. After a sack
by Brooks and another goal-line
stop by Bowman, the Panthers
had to settle for a field goal.

San Francisco drove for the go-
ahead score in the closing seconds
of the half and never trailed again.
That was the second impressive
goal-line stand as Brooks stopped
Newton on fourth down from the
1 earlier in the second quarter.

Back-to-back sacks by Bowman
and Brooks knocked the Panthers
out of field goal range in the clos-
ing minutes of the third quarter
in what proved to be their last
chance to stay in the game.

Throw in an interception ear-
lier in the game by Willis that set
up a field goal, and it was a domi-
nating day.

“We take pride on keeping
teams out of the end zone,” Bow-
man said. “They’re going to make
big plays, they’re NFL players,
too. But if we can hold up at the
goal line four downs in a row that
lets you know we’re here to play
and it’s going to be a long day.”
AP Sports Writer Janie McCauley con-
tributed to this report.
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Chargers wide receiver Keenan Allen catches a touchdown pass against Broncos cornerback Quentin
Jammer in the fourth quarter on Sunday. Jammer might have to start in place of injured Chris Harris.

Resilient Broncos expect
to overcome Harris injury

By ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Last
week, Chris Harris marveled
at how much Denver’s injury-
riddled defense had changed
and how not a single player who
started against Baltimore in last
year’s playoffs would start at the
same position against San Diego
on the anniversary of that crush-
ing loss.

“We’ve lost so many guys,” he
said, shaking his head. “We've
gotten good at keeping that next-
man-up mentality.”

On Monday, it was his turn to
get the bad news: He’ll miss the
rest of the Broncos’ playoff run
after an MRI showed he had a
torn ACL in his left knee that will
require surgery and at least six
months of rehab.

“There’s no doubt he’s one of
our better performers on defense
throughout this season, but ...
we’ve lost some pretty good per-
formers throughout the season
and this team’s been resilient,”
coach John Fox said.

Harris was injured in the third
quarter of Denver’s 24-17 win
over San Diego on Sunday.

Fox wouldn’t say if Quentin
Jammer will start in the AFC
title game when the Broncos (14-
3) host the Patriots (13-4) this
weekend.

“It’s a long list, a long cast,”
Fox said. “If I knew right now, I
wouldn’t say anyways.”

Fox’s options include moving
Champ Bailey, a 12-time Pro
Bowler who’s been relegated to
slot duty after returning from a
nagging foot injury last month,
back outside or inserting rookie
Kayvon Webster into the start-
ing lineup opposite Dominique
Rodgers-Cromartie.

Webster is playing with a cast
on his right thumb, which he
broke in two places a month ago.

Another option is dusting off

Joe ManoNEY/Ap
Broncos comerback Chris Harris

Jr. was having a great season.
Now Denver must try to plug the
hole in its secondary.

Tony Carter, who was one of the
goats in Denver’s 34-31 overtime
loss at New England on Nov. 24
when a punt hit his leg, the Patri-
ots recovered and Stephen Gost-
kowski kicked the game-winning
31-yard field goal.

After Harris got hurt, Chargers
quarterback Philip Rivers staged
a comeback from a 17-point defi-
cit largely by targeting Harris’
rusty replacement, Jammer.

Jammer surrendered a 49-yard
completion to Keenan Allen on
fourth-and-5 from the Chargers’
25 with seven minutes left that
helped turn a comfortable cruise
into a nail-biter.

“When Chris went down, things
started to unravel a little bit on
the back end,” safety Mike Adams
said. “Jam, I'm not worried about
him. He gave up a big play, but he
could bounce back. He’s been in
the league a long time. We've all
had bad games before.”

Adams said the Broncos
wouldn’t have to adjust their de-
fense to provide help to whomever
replaces Harris, either, insisting:
“I’'m confidentif Tony Carter goes
out there, if Kayvon Webster goes
out there, if Jam goes out there.”

Harris had played more snaps
than anybody on defense and had
65 tackles, three interceptions
and 15 pass breakups, all career
highs.

“It’s another disappointment
for us,” linebacker Paris Lenon
said. “Somebody else that we’ve
been battling with that has been
a huge part of this team and this
defense that is down. It’s an op-
portunity for somebody else to
step up and play big.”

The Broncos have withstood
an injury epidemic to reach their
first conference championship
in eight seasons, but Harris’ in-
jury could prove the hardest to
overcome.

Harris is the fifth defensive
starter the Broncos have lost
since November, joining Von
Miller, Kevin Vickerson, Rahim
Moore and Derek Wolfe.

“It’s terrible news,” Terrance
Knighton said. “You hate to see
a guy having a great year, going
into a contract year (get hurt). I
wish him the best. I wish him a
speedy recovery, but we just have
to focus on the task at hand right
now and that's New England.
‘Whoever will fill his shoes, who-
ever we put in there, has to step
up”’

Harris was hurt on the oppo-
site side of the field when Rivers
completed a 19-yard pass to Allen
along the San Diego sideline
with 8:17 remaining in the third
quarter. Allen would catch two
TD passes after that and it took
Manning’s superb 4-minute drill
to staunch Rivers’ rally.

“Philip got hot there in the sec-
ond half. I did not want to give
him the ball back there at the
end,” Manning said.

Patriots embrace
role of underdog

Brady undaunted by not being the favorite:
‘I'm sure no one’s going to pick us this week’

By Howarp ULMAN
The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The
Patriots’ streak of 11 postseason
games as a favorite is over.

For the first time since the AFC
championship game against Pey-
ton Manning and the Indianapo-
lis Colts in 2007, New England is a
playoff underdog — against Man-
ning and the Denver Broncos in
the AFC championship game on
Sunday.

Tom Brady & Co. are willing
to use that as motivation for the
game that will send the winner to
the Super Bowl.

“We play with a chip on our
shoulder,” wide receiver Danny
Amendola said. “We like to play
that way.”

Count the Patriots out?

Go right ahead, fullback James
Develin said.

“I can’t really speak for ev-
eryone, but I personally love the
underdog story,” he said. “It just
kind of keeps a little bit of the
pressure off you and I just like to
prove the doubters wrong.”

Brady sounded the first “woe
is us” note during his weekly
appearance on WEEI radio
Monday.

“I know when we played Balti-
more nobody picked us to win,”
Brady said. “I'm sure no one’s
going to pick us to win this week.
We've had our backs against the
wall for a while. Really, the whole
season we've lost players, and
teams have really counted us out.

“We’ve got a bunch of under-
dogs on our team, and we’ll be an
underdog again.”

The Ravens were favored to
extend their four-game winning
streak in the next to last game
of the regular season. Baltimore
was at home, but the Patriots won
41-7.

Now New England (13-4) is
preparing to go on the road again.
And Brady’s teammates figure if
playing the underdog card against
Denver (14-3) is good enough for
him, it’s good enough for them.

“If Tom’s going to embrace it,
I'm going to embrace it,” New
England running back LeGar-
rette Blount said with a smile.
“That’s the leader of this team,
and if that’s how he feels, I'm
sure that’s how most of the guys
out here feel.”

In that loss to the Colts seven
years ago, the Patriots held an 18-
point lead late in the first half, but
lost 38-34. Indianapolis went on
to win the Super Bowl.

That also was the Patriots’ most
recent playoff road game. Since
then, they’re 7-2 at home and 0-2
in Super Bowls at neutral sites.

This season, they were under-
dogs at home against Denver on
Nov. 24, but won 34-31 in over-

championship game. “We've got a
bunch of underdogs on our team,
and we'll be an underdog again.”

time after trailing 24-0 at half-
time. Broncos tight end Julius
Thomas missed that game with
a knee injury. Now he’s back, one
of five Denver receivers with at
least 60 catches this season.

“He’s a heck of a football player,
a playmaker, go-to guy for them,”
Patriots safety Steve Gregory
said. “He can create mismatches
and things like that, so he’s a good
football player. But they have a lot
of good football players.”

The 250-pound Blount creates
mismatches as well — able to
elude big linemen and run over
small defensive backs. He ran for
166 yards and four touchdowns in
Saturday night’s 43-22 win over
Indianapolis after rushing for 189
yards and two touchdowns in the
previous game, a 34-20 win over
Buffalo in the regular-season
finale.

“I can do a lot of improving,”
Blount said after watching video
of the Indianapolis game. “I've
seen a couple of holes I could have
hit, and I've seen a couple of cuts
I could have made. I'm going to go
out there and look at what they’re
going to give me, and hopefully
explode somewhere.”

Blount got off to a slow start this
season, his first with the Patriots.

It would be dangerous to un-
derestimate him now, just as the
Broncos would be unwise to put
too much stock into their status as
favorites.

After all, Brady fooled all those
teams that bypassed him in the
2000 draft until the Patriots took
him in the sixth round with the
199th overall pick.

“He came into the league as a
big underdog,” Develin said, “so
I'm sure he’s used to that.”
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New York groove

Knicks beat Suns in OT
for fifth straight win | Page 24
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Jose CarLos Faiarpo, ConTra Costa Times/MCT

By Josu Dusow
The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif.
rom the pick six that closed Candle-
stick to a pair of goal-line stands in
Carolina, it seems like whenever
San Francisco needs a big play

from its defense one of the 49ers’ decorated
linebackers steps up.

With Pro Bowlers NaVorro Bowman,
Patrick Willis and Ahmad Brooks playing
alongside talented pass rusher Aldon Smith
on coordinator Vic Fangio’s defense, the Nin-
ers’ version of the fearsome foursome has
played a major part in their advancement
to the NFC championship game on Sunday
night in Seattle.

Bowman, Willis, Brooks and Smith have
combined for seven sacks, one forced fum-
ble and an interception in road playoff wins

Linebackers leading the way
for 49ers into NFC title game

Inside:

B Manning gives shoutout
to Nebraska city, Page 29

B Seahawks see familiar foe
in 49ers, Page 30

B Patriots relish the role of
underdog in AFC, Page 31

B Harris’ ACL injury a blow
to Denver’s defense, Page 31

in Green Bay and Carolina that set up the
showdown with the Seahawks with a spot in
the Super Bowl on the line.

“We just try to stay together and lead
this defense,” Bowman said. “We all can do

special things that a lot
of guys can’t do in this
league. Vic’s just done a
great job drawing up the
right plays and what he
wants us to do out there.
We're blessed to have all four
of us on the same page.”

What makes this unit so
effective is how well they
work together. Smith and
Brooks are elite pass rush-
SEE BACK ON PAGE 30

Patrick Willis, left, and
NaVorro Bowman are
Nos. 1 and 2 in tackles
this season for the
49ers.

PauL Kitagaki Jr.,
Sacramento Bee/MCT
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Quick, Kings shut out Canucks
NHL roundup, Page 22

Nadal joins Federer in second round
Australian Open, Page 29
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